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PART  I. 


The  Family  Tree. 


A  FEW  HISTORICAL  FACTS  AND  LINKS 

IN   THIS   BRANCH  OF 

THE  CROLL  FAMILY 


AMERiaA. 


"There  Is  hope  of  a  tree,  If  It  be  cut  down  that  It  will  sprout 
again."— Job  1U:7. 


Acknowledgement. 


IN  gathering  the  facts  arranged  in  Part  I,  I  was  as- 
sisted, besides  by  my  father,  by  cousins  Sylvester         I 
E.  Croll,  of  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  M.  C.  Croll,  of  Williamsport,         [ 
Pa.,  Mrs.  D.  A.  Heffner,  of  Hamburg,  and  Mrs.  Annie  \ 

E.  Sieker,  of  Manitowoc,  Wis.  My  brothers  and  sisters 
furnished  me  with  the  main  data  in  their  respective 
sketches  in  Part  II. 

P.  C.  C. 


The  Family  Tree. 


IT  might  be  said  that  after  a  tree  had  stootl  for  a  cen. 
tury  or  more  and  endeared  itself  by  its  health- 
ful fruit  or  its  cooling  shade,  and  after  many  of  its 
branches  had  been  broken  off  by  ruthless  winds,  and  the 
stem  itself  had  yielded  to  the  decaying  influences  of 
time  and  weather  and  been  finally  beaten  down  by  a 
sweeping  storm,  that  it  were  best  to  leave  the  old  land- 
mark lie  and  rot,  trusting  to  its  grafts  on  other  trees, 
transplanted  elsewhere,  to  perpetuate  its  memory  and 
the  character  of  its  fruit.  And  yet  we  have  known 
thoughtful  hands,  with  almost  sacred  veneration,  to  take 
up  out  of  the  debris  and  marsh  such  fallen  historic 
trunks  and  have  them  made  into  articles  of  furniture,  or 
its  branches  into  convenient  relics  to  be  handed  down 
as  heirlooms.  So  I  have  undertaken  to  erect  once  more 
the  fallen  family-tree,  picture  its  outspreading  branches 
to  our  eyes,  indicate  what  has  been  the  amount  and 
the  quality  of  fruit  borne,  and  hang  its  outline  as  a  relic 
upon  the  walls  of  this  later  generation.  Although  we 
fancy  not  that  the  dead  tree  will  bless  the  world  with 
fruit,  yet  it  may  teach  the  young  sprouts  to  grow  hardy 
and  symmetrical. 

From  my  father,  who  was  the  oldest  son  of  his  parents 
and  born  in  1814,  I  have  gained  the  information  that  en- 
a.bles  me  to  trace  back  our  ancestry  to  the  first  settling 
of  this  family  in  America.  His  information  was  hand- 
ed down  by  his  father.     The  following  facts  are  there- 
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fore  subStanliallv  correct.      Sometime  during  the  first 
half  of  the  eighteenth  century  Mr.   Philip  CroU  immi- 
grated   to   this   country    and    settled   in    Montgomery         I 
County,  Pa.     Tiiere  is  little  doubt  but  that  he  came  from 
German}',  and  from  that  part  known  as  the   Palatinate, 
or  else  from  the  province  of  Wiirtemburg  or  Darmstadt,         1 
as  these  states  poured  into  this  section  of  Pennsj-lvania 
great  hosts  of  emigrants  in  this  period,  indeed  so  much 
so  as  to  excite  the   serious   apprehension  of  our  civil         ! 
authorities  (Colonial  Records).      This  Philip  CroU  had         I 
a  family  of  four  children,  whose  names,  in  the  order  of 
their  birth,  -were  Christian,  Henr}-,  Michael  and  Polly. 

The  first  of  these  was  married  and  continued  his  resi- 
dence in  the  same  locality.     Two  of  their  sons'  names 
are  recalled,  viz.:  Christian,  Jr., and  Michael.     The}' also         j 
lived  and  died  in  this  county  and  are  doubtless  buried 
near  the  old  homestead. 

The  second  son  of  Philip  Croll  (Henry),  married  a  i 
Miss  Gilbert  of  Montgomery  County,  and  then  moved 
to  Allegheny  County,  Pa.,  near  the  Cit}-  of  Pittsburgh, 
•where  he  farmed.  He  had  a  family  of  eight  children  as 
follows:  1.  Jo6r;)7i,  whose  life  and  that  of  his  descend- 
ants is  herein  briefly  given.  2.  John,  who  was  a  tailor 
and  settled  at  Wooster,  Ohio.  3.  Lydia,  who  married 
Mr.  John  Tomer  and  lived  in  Pittsburgh.  4.  George, 
a  butcher,  was  married  and  lived  in  Pittsburgh.  He 
has  but  one  son.  5.  Michael,  who  followed  his  brother 
Joseph  to  ]5erks  County,  where  he  learned  the  weaver's 
trade,  and  afterwards  married  the  brotlier's  wife's  sister, 
Polly  Schlenker.  They  had  no  children.  G.  David,  ' 
who  lived  and  died  a  bachelor  at  Pittsburgh.  7.  Addie, 
wlio  married  a  Mr.  Birchfield  of  Pittsburgh,  where  their         , 
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lescendants  of  the  same  name  still  reside,  some  in  good 
nd  influential  circumstances.  8.  Henrij^  a  carpenter, 
rho  married  Polly  Herring  of  Kutztown,  Pa.,  and  after- 
rards  moved  to  Delaware,  Ohio,  -nhere  he  lived  loner, 
lut  later  removed  to  Marion  County,  Iowa.,  where,  ac- 
ording  to  last  accounts,  he  is  still  living. 

Philip  Croll's  third  son,  Michael,  married  a  Miss 
Jeiger  of  Montgomery  County,  and  shortly  after  re- 
noved  to  Greenwich  Township,  Berks  County,  Pa.  His 
lettlement  and  life  here  is  given  briefly  in  a  following 
)aragraph. 

Poll}',  the  youngest  child  of  the  above-mentioned 
Philip  CroU,  married  a  Mr.  Jacob  Esser  of  Kutztown,  \-T 

(yhere  she  resided  till  her  death.     They  had  a  number  \ , 

)f  children,  some  of  whom  and  their  descendants  are 
jtill  living  in  and  about  Kutztown. 

The  following  diagram  enables  the  reader  to  gain  a 
3lear  and  correct  exhibit  of  the  first  four  generations  of 
this  family  in  America  in  the  line  of  which  this  present 
volume  is  concerned : 

PHILIP  CROLL. 


Christian.       Henry.       Michael.         Polly, 


Joseph.  John.  Lydia.  George.  Uicbael.  David.  Addie.  Henry. 


.  Ad<3 


5-^  ^  B  C  ? 


P"  •  ~  £.        2.  5?       •"  P  0 


P  .^ 
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"We  shall  now  be  concerned  with  Philip  Croll's  grand- 
son, Joseph,  and  his  family  in  the  following  history. 

From  an  octogenarian  member  of  my  parish — Mrs. 
Brigetta  Koch — whose  memory  is  as  fresh  as  the  morn- 
ing, I  have  gained  the  following  light  concerning  the 
transplanting  of  this  sapling  from  its  native  soil  to  the 
earden  where  it  took  root  and  flourished.  All  the  earlie  r 
recollections,  during  the  first  third  of  her  lifetime,  clus- 
ter about  this  latter  spot.  Her  statements — confirmed 
by  those  of  others — reveal  the  following : 

About  the  years  1790-93,  Mr.  Michael  CroU  and  his 
wife  Rebecca  (daughter  of  Elijah  Geiger,  an  estimable 
citizen),  but  recently  married,  came  from  Montgomery 
Count}-,  Pa.,and  took  up  abode  in  Greenwich  township, 
Berks  County,  Pa.  Being  in  good  circumstances,  he 
bought  here  a  large  farm,  and  early  established  himself 
in  a  many-sided  business.  He  erected  upon  it  a  hotel 
and  store-stand,  a  grist  and  saw-mill,  a  brewery  and  a 
tannery.  Their  only  child.  Poll}-,  born  1794,  was  mar- 
ried at  the  age  of  14  to  Peter  Kern,  of  Kernsville,  Le- 
high County,  and  their  descendants*  by  that  name  and 
those  of  Pollock  and  Anderson  are  to-day  scattered 
over  the  eastern  counties  of  the  state.  The  cluster  of 
houses  and  factories,  which  Mr.  C.  had  erected  on  his 
land,  used  to  be  known  as  Crollsville,and  a  union  church, 
erected  on  his  land  in  1804,  was  known  for  fifty  j-ears 
by  the  name  of  CroWs  Church  ("  Die  Crolla  Kerch  "). 
But  Mr.  Croll  dying  in  1832,  the  property  passed 
into  the  hands  of  a  Mr.  Grim,  and  the  village,  growing, 
soon  received  his  name — Grimsuille — by  which  it  is 
still  known. 


•sill!  hud  llvo  clillilren  (.losoph,  l.ncliida,  Mixtllila,  Aivguatua,  and 
wniluin).    .\llor  imirrlago  Uvcil  In  Iluinburg,  I'lU,  iiiul  Is  thcro  burlod. 
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My  aged  informant  is  wont  to  speak  of  two  reminis- 
cences in  her  own  life  with  some  air  of  pleasant  boast- 
ing. The  first  is  the  fixct  that  her  father,  Mr.  SchaefTer, 
working  in  the  family-  of  Mr.  Croll  as  tailor  when  she 
was  born  (in  1804), had  the  offer  of  little  Polly's  cradle, 
which  he  accepted,  and  which  proved  to  be  a  mahogany 
one,  thus  environing  her  baby-life  with  an  unwonted  air 
of  aristocracy.  The  other  is  the  fact  of  one  of  C roll's 
tanner  apprentices,  from  Perry  County"-,  having  been  a 
quondam  admirer  of  her  maiden  beauty,  who  was  none 
other  than  Jacob  Beaver,  the  father  of  the  present  Gov- 
ernor of  Pennsylvania.*  ' 

About  1808  Mr.  Croll's  nephew,  Joseph  Croll,  of 
Allegheny  Count}',  a  young  man  of  about  16  years 
of    age,  was   induced   to  join  the  uncle,  from  him  to  ; 

learn  the  tanner's  trade.  He  remained  in  the  latter's 
family,  after  his   apprenticeship,  until    the   j'ear    1813,  ' 

when  he  married  a  neighbor  girl.  Miss  Elizabeth 
Schlenker,  daughter  of  John  and  Barbara  (nee  Tressler) 
Schlenker.  It  is  the  history  of  this  nephew's  family 
that  here  follows.  Taking  permanent  root  in  this  soil 
the  CroU-sapling  grew  and  spread  its  branches.  Its  storm- 
riven  skeleton  and  broken  boughs,  with  their  branch- 
lets  and  twigs  and  fluttering  leaves,  are  here  presented. 
It  is  hoped  it  may  be  a  matter  of  interest  to  that  part 
of  the  tree  that  is  still  alive,  and  of  some  value  when  the  j 

present  buds  shall  have  developed  into  ripened  fruit. 

Having  learned  his  trade,  Mr.  Croll  continued  follow-  « 

ing  the  same  for  a  number  of  years  after  his  marriage, 
but  either  for  the  sake  of  his  health  or  for  want  of  in-  | 


*A  letter  from  the  Governor  makes  tlil3  statement  dubious.    It 


) 


■would  possibly  be  nearer  the  truth  to  say  that  It  was  the  latter's  uncle.  j 
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clination  to  his  old  calling,  he  abaudoned  the  tanner's 
business  and  worked  as  day-laborer.     In  course  of  time 
he  had  saved  enough  money  to  buy  a  home  of  his  own,      i 
with  a  few  acres  of  land  attached.     It  was  located  near 
the  A'illage  of  Old  Smithsville,  or  what  is  now  Crums-      i. 
ville,  and  here  he  reared  a  large  family  until  a  fell  inter-      •. 
nal  disease   of  the  kidneys  or  diaphragm  struck  him      \- 
down  in  the  prime  of  life.     He  died   on  the   22nd  of  -    : 
March,  1847,  leaving  his  widow  comparatively  poor,  to       ' 
struggle  on  alone  with  the  care  of  several  still  j'oung 
children.     She  survived  him  by  over  twenty-five  years, 
dying  in  the  fall  of  1872,  after  many  years  of  intense 
suffering  from  rheumatism,  the  last  of  which  were  spent     ;-:• 
in  close  confinement,  having  as  her  attendants  her  chiU     '; 
dren,  David  and  Kate.     She  sleeps  by  the  side  of  her 
husband,  whose  name  she  bore  to  the  end,  in  the  old       -. 
"  CroU's  "  church-yard.     The  oldest  children  recall  the      ' 
father's  parental  love  and  indulgence,  his  frugal  and  in- 
dustrious traits,  his  hunting  and   fishing  propensities,     ': 
and  his  early  native  English  proclivities,  which  last  were      '. 
only  uprooted  by  his  wife's  long  and  persistent  warfare 
against  them.     Their  wedded  life  was  lowly  j-et  happy 
withal  in  kindly  love  and    humble   station — "keeping      ; 
the  even  tenor  of  their  way."  | 

The  principal  events  and   dates  in  the  lives  of  their       j 
twelve  children  are  concisely  given  below.  ' 

The    biographical   sketch  of  their  first-bom  and  hi^       i 
family  constitutes  the  second  part  of  this  book,  whose        ', 
fiftietli  wedding  anniversary  has  occasioned  this  historic 
cal  production.     It  is  not  necessary  therefore  to  insert'      | 
anything  here  that  concerns  the  first  branch  of  this  third- 
generation   trunk  of   this   American   CroU-family-trec. 


THE    FAMILY    TREE.  13 

The  reader  is  referred  to  Part  II.  for  information  con- 
cerning JoiiN  Croll  and  his  family. 

n.— Addie, 

The  second  branch  is  Addie.  She  -was  born  Febru- 
ruar3'  18,  1816.  Much  of  the  riper  j'ears  of  her  maid- 
enhood she  lived  awa}-  from  home,  serving  frequently 
as  nurse  and  as  general  maid-servant.  She  lived  for 
nearly  a  year  with  Jesse  and  David  Grim,  butchers,  in 
Maxatawny  Township. 

In  the  spring  of  183T  she  was  married  to  Jacob  Beh- 
ler  of  Albany  Township,  Rev.  Sassaman  Herman,  of 
Kutztown,  officiating.  They  were  among  the  very  first 
couples  this  then  young  minister  united.  Mr.  Behler 
following  charcoal  burning  and  wood-chopping  these 
early  years,  they  lived  in  close  proximity  to  the  Blue 
Mountains,  in  the  upper  townships  of  Albany  and  Wind- 
sor. The  first  three  years  of  her  married  life  they 
lived  in  Albany  Township,  then  one  year  in  Greenwich, 
near  Leuhartsville,next  in  Windsor,  near  Hamburg,  and 
in  1850  bought  a  small  farm  tract  about  two  and  a-half 
miles  east  of  Hamburg,  where  they  have  resided  ever 
since  and  raised  their  family.  While  here  he  has  been 
mostly  emplo3'ed  in  farming  his  land  and  in  daj'-labor- 
ing  (malving  a  specialty  of  post-fence  making),  and  she 
has  been  his  faithful  house-Avife  and  assistant  in  every 
way.  They  now  live  together  under  their  own  vine  and 
fig-tree  and  are  looking  towards  the  setting  sun.  They 
have  always  been  members  and  regular  attendants  of 
the  union  church  in  their  neighborhoods,  she  being 
Lutheran  and  he  Reformed.  They  have  brought  up  and 
trained  for  thrift   and    usefulness    the    following  large 
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family:  1.  James  Penrose,  born  December  17,  183T. 
Learned  the  bricklaj-er  and  mason's  trade  of  Joseph 
Shollenbei'ger  and  followed  it  to  his  end.  Married 
Esther  Stoudt,  of  Hamburg,  in  and  around  which  bor- 
ough they  lived  till  about  '77,  when  they  moved  to  To- 
peka,  Kansas,  where  he  died  and  was  buried  in  August, 
1882.  Served  nine  months  in  the  army  as  private,  in 
Company  I,  167th  Regiment.  His  widow  and  surviving 
family  of  eight  children  live  in  Topeka,  all  usefully  em- 
ploj'cd.  Three  of  their  children  are  dead.  2.  Catharine 
Anna,  born  April  17,  1839.  Lived  out  from  12  j-ears  till 
her  marriage  to  Martin  H.  Motes,  a  carpenter  of  Ham- 
burg, September  18,  1858.  Lived  in  Hamburg  ever 
since,  and  is  mother  of  twelve  children,  of  whom  two  .■; 
are  dead.  One  daughter  (Louisa)  is  married  to  a  Mr. 
Menning  and  lives  at  Slatington.  Was  formerly  mar- 
ried to  a  son  of  Rev.  G.  F.  T.  Jager,  who  died.  She  has 
one  child.  Another  daughter  CSarah)  is  married  to  John 
Fries  and  has  three  children.  One  son,  Frank,  has  trav- 
elled extensively  in  this  country,  and  was  18  months  in 
the  emplo}'  of  "Buffalo  Bill."  3.  A  son,  unbaptizcd, 
born  July  1,  1840,  lived  less  than  a  da}-.  4.  Maria, 
bom  August  1,  1841.  Has  lived  out  mostly ;  the  last 
twenty  years  in  Reading — at  present  with  Mrs.  Benne- 
ville  Keim.  Her  one  daughter  is  married  to  Cyrus  ; 
IIocli,  of  Shocmakerville.  Siie  is  unmarried.  5.  Joseph,  t 
born  August  7,  1842.  Died  September  27,  1842.  G. 
Sarah  Ann,  born  April  28,  1S44.  Lived  out  among 
farmers  at  various  places.  Married  Samuel  Stitzel, 
a  large  farmer  of  AViudsor  township.  Have  six  cliil- 
drcn,  of  whom  one  is  dead.  7.  Jacob,  lioiii  Fcluiiary  11, 
1840.   Lived  at  iiomc  till  17.  then  at  Maliaiii>\-  Citv;  was 
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a  private  in  the  late  war.  Moved  to  Luzerne  County, 
engaged  in  sawing  up  forests  and  rafting.  Married  a 
lady  there  and  later  moved  to  Wa3'ne  Count}'.  Have 
four  children,  one  dead.  8.  Esther  Ajin,  born  July  25, 
1848.  Lived  out  at  various  places,  serving  with  farm- 
ers and  hotel-keepers.  Married  Samuel  Hepner,  a  far- 
mer in  "Windsor.  Has  three  childreu,  one  son  and  two 
daughters.  9.  Samuel,  born  October  25,  1849.  Served 
a  while  on  a  farm, -then  learned  the  bricklayer's  trade 
of  his  brother  James  and  follows  same  since.  Married 
Mary  "Wisser  and  is  father  of  two  sons  and  two  daugh- 
ters. Lives  now  with  the  parents.  10.  John,  born 
August  T,  1851.  Clerked  for  Jeremiah  Bausch  at  Five 
Locks,  for  Isaac  Frankfeltcr,  of  Mohrsville,  later  for  M. 
R.  Smith,  of  same  place,  for  John  Hicks,  of  Shartles- 
ville  and  at  present  for  Walter  Raubenold,  a  hardware 
dealer  of  Hamburg.  Was  for  a  short  time  running  a 
green  grocery  stand  at  Mahanoy  Plains.  Married  Rose 
Fichthorn.  Have  five  children,  of  whom  one  is  dead. 
11.  TFzZZiam  i^ra/j^,  born  October  19,  1853.  Served  on 
farms  and  then  learned  mason's  trade,  which  he  follows. 
Lives  at  Shoemakersville,  married  to  Ella  Schlear,  of 
same  place.  They  have  eight  children,  of  whom  four 
are  dead.  12.  Emma  Elizabeth,  born  November  24, 
1855.  Lived  out  at  various  places  in  Hamburg,  Read- 
ing and  Manayunk,  at  which  last  place  she  married 
Walter  Jones,  a  butcher  of  the  same  place.  Lives  one 
mile  south  of  Manayunk.  Has  three  children.  1.3. 
Louisa,  born  Febury  15,  1858.  Also  lived  out  before 
her  marriage  to  Harry  Breidenbaugh,  who  is  a  moulder 
and  lives  at  Philadelphia.  They  have  no  children.  14.  ■. 
Clara  Leah,  horn  February  4,  1862.     Always  lived  at 
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home  until  she  married  Augustus  Shearer,  a  painter  and 
formerly  a  teacher.     They  now  live  at  Slatington,  where      : 
he  works  in  a  slate  quarry.     They  have  one  daughter. 

ni. — Josepli.  I 

The  third  child  was  Joseph.     He  was  born  November,     ; 
3,  1811.     He  spent  his  boyhood  years  at  home,  and  in 
early  manhood  he  learned  the  weaver's  trade  from  Mr.^ 
Benjamin  DeLong,  in  Maxatawny  Township,  but  he  did. 
little  more  than  finish  the  apprenticeship,  working  but  '  ' 
seldom  at  the  loom.     Soon  he  forsook  weaving  and  en-     ; 
gaged  in  charcoal  burning  and  necessary  wood   chop-     , 
ping.     He  now  lived  with  his  brother-in-law,  Mr.  Behler, 
near  the  Blue  Ridge,  who  was  engaged  in  the   same     ; 
work.  \ 

In  the  year  1845  he  married  Miss  Elizabeth  Miller  of 
Schuylkill  County.     After  living  four  years  at  a  Mr. 
Fry's,  Mr.  Croll  bought  a  farm  and  hotel-stand   about     ' 
two  miles  north  of  Lenhartsville,  where  the  family  lived     ^ 
sixteen  or  seventeen  consecutive  years  and  prospered     ■ 
in  their   business   of  farming  and  tavern-keeping.     In     i 
ISr.C.  he  sold   his  property  to  Mr.  Jonathan   Seidel  for     | 
$0,700.00  leaving  the  hotel  business  forever.     A  number     ; 
of  rapidly  succeeding  deaths  in  his  family  so  affected     ; 
him  thut  he  forsook  this  (to  say  the  least)  unpleasant 
liusincss  and  left  the  neighborhood,  removing  with  his 
family  to  near  Pine  Grove,  Schuylkill  County,  where  he     j 
had  bought  a  farm  of  14G  acres.     He  erected  a  number    f 
of  buildings  on  this  property  and  continued  to  clear  and     \ 
im|in>ve  this  land   to  the  eiul  of  his  life,  having,  at  the 
time  of  his  death,  the  possession  of  one  of  the  finest'    ' 
farms  in  i'ini'  (Jrove  Township.     After  an  illness  of  t}'- 
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phoid  fever,  continuing  about  three  weeks,  he  died  oni 
the  22d  of  May,  1876  in  the  bosom  of  his  family'  and  in 
the  peace  of  God.  He  was  buried  at  Pine  Grove  a  few 
da3-s  after  by  the  Rev.  E.  S.  Henry,  his  pastor.  His 
■widow  continued  farming  with  her  familj'  until  1882,- 
when  she  removed  to  a  tenant  house  on  the  premises, 
and  later  to  Pine  Grove,  where  she  still  resides.  Dur- 
ing life  he  held  various  positions  of  trust  and  enjoyed 
jniversal  esteem.  From  his  3-onth  he  was  a  member  of 
the  Lutheran  Church.  He  was  father  of  a  large  family 
of  children  as  follows:  1.  Anna  Mai-ia,  horn  Septem- 
ber 24,  1845.  Married  Charles  Old.  ^las  seven  chil- 
dren. 2.  Liicinda,  born  December  25,  1847.  Married 
James  Clemens.  Died  July  3,  1S70,  leaving  three  chil- 
dren. 3.  Daniel  Alfred,  born  November  26,  1848.  In 
1863  leaves  home  to  work  in  coal  mines  in  Mahanoy 
City.  In  1865  and  1866  hired  to  farmer  near  Milton. 
At  home  and  in  coal  mines  till  1870.  From  1870-1876 
Ln  grocery  business  in  Pine  Grove.  Since  1876  in 
hotel  business,  save  one  year.  Married  Miss  Louisa 
Schnoke,  and  resides  in  Schuylkill  Haven,  proprietor  of 
Keystone  Hotel.  They  have  one  child.  4.  James  Will- 
jam,born  December  23,  1849.  Died  December  16, 1851. 
5.  Ellen  Elizabeth,  born  August  14,  1852.  Married 
Perry  Seidel,  a  farmer.  Died  during  confinement  of 
her  second  child,  February-  27,  1872.  Both  her  children 
preceded  her  to  the  spirit  land.  6.  Henry  Samuel,  born 
September  2,  1853.  Followed  coal  mining,  railroading, 
5aloon-keeping,  being  now  engaged  in  first-named  call- 
ng.  Married  Miss  Fianna  Zerbe;  resides  at  Elwood, 
Schuylkill  County,  Pa.  They  have  four  children.  7. 
Emma  Helena,  born  July   16   1855.      Married  Joseph 
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Wagner.      Had   one  child — died.      Resides  near  Pine 
Grove.     8.   Christiana,  born  November  15,  1856.     Mar- 
ried  Levi   Clemens.     Died   April  1,  1879.     Three  chil- 
dren  survive.     9.  Agnes   Matilda,  born   July   3,  1858. 
Married  Peter  0.  Spittler,  a  day -laborer.    Resides  near 
Pine  Grove.     Has  three  children.     10.  Joseph  Litcian, 
born  October  21,  1859;  died  September  28,  1803.     11.  ; 
Isadora  Salina,  born   January'   7,  1861.      Married  her 
sister's  widower,  James  Clemens.     Resides  on  old  farm. 
Has  four  children.     12.    Charles   Erasmus,  born   July 
11, 1862;  died  February  15, 1872.     13.   Oliver  Franklin, 
born  January    27,  1864.     Followed   Coal  mining.     Re---- 
sidcs  with  his  uncle  at  Middleport;  engaged  as  tearmster. '". 
Unmarried.   14.  Susanna  Amelia,  born  January  4,  1866.;.:'- 
Marricd   June    3,  1883,  Franklin    Fittler.     They  have 
three  children.      15.    Bichard  Milton,  born  November 
29,  1867;  died  December  7,  1867.     16.  Lyman  Elmer 
/rvi'n, born  December  15,  1868.  Day-laborer.  Lives  with; 
his    mother.     17.  Edward    C'ljrenius,  born    August    4, 
1872;  died  January  11,  1873.  1 

IV.— Heni-y  Cliristian.  ,    i 

The  fourth  branch  was  IIenry  Christian.     lie  was'' 
born  April  29,  1820,  and  like  all  the  rest  of  the   family' *" 
was  baptized  in  infancy  and  confirmed  in  youth  b}'  the. 
Lutheran  pastor,  Rev.  Knoskj-.     In  his  early  years  he 
assisted  in  such  manual  labor  as  is  demanded  on  a  small 
farm.     Uis  school-days  were  limited,  owing  to  lack  of 
advantages.    But  there  burned  within  his  bosom  a  crav- 
ing desire  for  "  more  light,"  and  this  he  gratified  partly 
by  su|)i)k'nu'iiting  liis  meagre   book  knowledge  with  ' 
course  of  English   instruction  in  Chester  County,  Pa.\ 
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ifter  be  had  learned  his  trade  and  reached  his  majority. 
He  took  up  his  abode  for  several  winters,  at  this  period 
of  life,  among  the  English  settlers  of  Chester  Count}-, 
attending    school,    and    supporting  himself   by    doing 
chores  and  working  at  his  trade  (tailoring)  after  school 
hours.     He  was  thus  fitted  for  a  business  life  and  even 
for  school  teaching.    Although  he  had  finished  learning 
:he  trade  of  tailoring,  he  did  not  seem  to  take  a  liking 
,0  it,  or  else  did  not  find  it  to  agree  with  him,  for  we 
ind  him  following  it  but  for  half-a-dozen  years  or  so, 
ind  during  this  time  almost  any  other  contrivance  could 
easily  enough  draw  him  from  its  pursuit.     Thus  upon 
his  return  from  Chester  County,  we  find  him  employed 
for  several  terms  in  teaching  the  village  school  of  his 
boyhood,   while   the    summers   were   largely  given   to 
arming.    In  1855  and  1856  he  built  a  brick  store-house 
n  his  native  village  (Smithsville,now  known  as  Crums- 
ille),  and  entered  the  general  store  business  in  co-part- 
icrship  with  his  uncle,  Michael  CroU.    But  this  mercan- 
tile adventure  proved  a  failure  after  a  very  few  years. 
Relinquishing  a  business  life  he  next  turned  his  atten- 
tion to  farming  on  a  tract  of  about  sixty  acres,  near 
Smithsville,  and  here  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  found 
aim.     He  had  also,  in  1856,  been  elected  to  the  oflice  of 
Justice  of  the  Peace  and  was  twice  re-elected,  thus  serv- 
ing in  this  capacity  for  fifteen  consecutive  years.     At 
the  breaking  out  of  the  rebellion  he  was  instrumental 
in  organizing  a  local  company  which  was  disciplined  to 
some  extent  for  army  life,  and  only  his  invalid  wife  and 
.'our  small  children  kept  him  from  immediate  enlistment. 
When,  however,  in  1862  his  name  was  found  upon  the 
roll  of  drafted  men,  he  accepted  it  as  the  will  of  God, 
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and,  committing  his  loved  ones  into  the  keeping  of  thei 
God  of  battles,  he  obe^-ed  the  country's  summons  and' 
marched  to  her  defense.     He  was  elected,  Nov.  3,  18G2, 
as  First  Lieutenant  in  Company  I.,  IGTth  Regiment,  P.  • 
M.,  with  Capt.  J.  M.  SchoUenberger,  of  Fleetwood,  un- ; 
der   the  lamented   Colonel   Knoderer.     He  served  ten  ,■ 
months,  his  company  being  located  most  of  this  time  in; 
the  vicinity  of  Norfolk,  Ta.    He  came  to  his  home  after', 
this  period  unharmed  and  continued  the  work  of  farm-; 
ing  and  fruit-growing,  together  with  his   duties  as  Jusi      - 
tice  of  the  Peace.  ^ 

In  1860  and  again  in  1870  (although  the  government     ; 
was  then   Republican  and  he  a  Democrat)  he  was  ap-. '"-."'' 
pointed  enumerator,  i.  e.,  commissioned  to  take  the  de-  ■.  J 
cennial    census    for   the  townships    of  Greenwich   andf-  :^'i' 
Albany.     Living  in  Kansas  in  1880,  he  again  served  ii 
the    same    capacity  for   a   few   townships   in   Douglat 
County. 

In  1866  he  sold  his  farm,  and  bought  a  smaller  trac 
near  Smithsville,  upon  which  he  erected  all  the  necessary ; 
buildings.     He  speculated  somewhat  in  woodland  ands 
cleared  a  few  tracts,  and  was  also  engaged  in    selling' 
!  books  and  sewing  machines  during  this  period.     In  thf; 
fall   of  1872   he  was  nominated  by  his  party  and  after? 
wards    triumphantly  elected  as  Register   of  Wills   for . 
Berks  County.     Tliis  position  he  filled  creditably  and, 
honorabl}'  for  the  term  of  three  years.     His  duties  ne-- 
cossitated    iiis    moving   to    Reading,  the   county    seat,'. 
which  he  did  in   March,  1873,  purchasing  a   home  od' 
Ninth  street,  where   he  lived  with  his  family  till  1878i 
'  when  he  moved  to  the  State  of  Kansas.     Much  of  his 
money  he  had  sacrificed  in  real  estate  investments  in 
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Reading,  wbinh  tlie  panic  of  1813  had  made  bad      He 

bought  at  Eudora,  Douglas   County,  a  small  farm  and 

again  engaged   in  tilling  the  soil  and  the  growing  of 

fruits.     In  1884  his  health  began  to  fail,  and  he  suffered 

from  a  complication  of  diseases  for  two  years,  cancer  of 

the  stomach  being  assigned  as  the  immediate  cause  of 

demise.    He  died  peacefuUj^  August  20, 1886,  surrounded 

}/  by  his  wife  and  four  of  the  children.     He  was  a  member 

f:  of  the  G.  A.  R.  post  at  Eudora,  and  his  comi'ades  had 

|-  charge  of  the  fnneral  conducted  by  Rev.  F.  W.  Feigen- 

g;:  baura.  His  burial  took  place  at  Eudora  Cemetery,  August 

1^  22,  1886.     The  family  has  occupied  the  house  ever  since 

§J    •      and  have   continued   the    work    of    farming.     Besides 

this   farm   he    has   left   them    eleven   lots   in    the  city 

plot  of  Eudora. 

The  domestic  life  of  Mr.  Croll  was  always  beautiful 
and  exemplary.  Its  stor}'  brieflj'^  told  is  as  follows  :  In 
1846  he  married  Miss  Lydia  Kistler  of  Kistler's  Yalley, 
with  whom  he  lived  in  happy  relations  for  between  two 
and  three  years,  when  she  died  suddenly  in  the  fall  of 
1848.  They  had  one  child  born  in  the  spring  of  1847, 
but  died  July,  1S48.  Her  name  was  Lucetta.  Mother 
and  child  lie  sleeping  side  by  side  in  the  Grimsville 
church-yard.  Bereft  of  these  loved  ones  Mr.  Croll  kept 
his  lonely  wa}'  for  over  two  years,  when  he  married, 
February  27,  1851,  Miss  Sarah  Ann  Seip  of  Greenwich. 
She  walked  with  him  to  his  journey's  end  and  softened 
for  him  his  dying  pillow.  Their  home  has  always  been 
prevaded  b}^  a  religious  atmosphere  which  cheered  and 
solaced  them  in  the  hours  of  afHiction  and  death.  He 
was  ever  a  faithful  member  of  the  church  and  a  worker 
in   Sunday-schools.       The    principles    of    our   blessed 
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Christianit}'  were  therefore  instilled  and  impressed  upon 
their  family  of  children,  who  are  the  following:  1.  Agnes 
Priscilla,  born  May  12,  1853.  She  lived  at  home  at- 
tending school,  and  at  twelve,  on  account  of  lier  mother's 
illness,  assumed  the  heaviest  burdens  in  the  domestic 
cares  of  home  till  she  was  sixteen.  Then  (1869)  she 
lived  six  months  in  the  family  of  Samuel  Kutz  of  Lyons. 
On  her  return  she  assisted  the  father  in  the  sale  of  sew- 
ing machines,  teaching  purchasers  their  use  and  manif)- 
nlation.  After  removing  to  Reading  she  attended  an- 
other term  of  school,  living  at  home.  On  April  23, 1876, 
she  married  Mr.  Daniel  A.  Heffner,  a  merchant,  who  has 
been  carrying  on  a  mercantile  business  in  Hamburg  very 
successfully  ever  since  they  are  at  housekeeping.  They 
have  two  daughters,  Bymina  Sarah  and  Emily  May.  2. 
Sylvester  Edward,  born  May  2G,  185G.  He  made  such 
progress  in  his  early  school-days  that  his  father,  at  the 
age  of  ten  years,  sent  him  to  the  Normal  School  at 
Kutztown,  where,  however,  his  sickness  for  home  com- 
pelled him  to  leave  after  six  weeks.  He  continued  his 
studies  at  home,  assisting  on  the  home  farm  and  doing 
hired  work  for  others  during  the  summer  months.  Be- 
ino-  large  and  strong  he  did  men's  work  and  received 
men's  wages  at  the  age  of  thirteen.  At  fifteen  he  was 
hired  out  to  an  old  friend  of  the  family,  Mr.  David 
Fisher,  at  Topton,  on  whose  large  farm  he  worked  as 
"hired  man"  from  the  Spring  of  18T1  to  the  Fall  of 
1872.  On  removing  to  Reading  he  entered  the  Grammar 
School  grade  and  by  dint  of  hard  study  was  next  June 
admitted  to  the  High  School,  from  which  he  graduated, 
after  a  four  year's  course,  the  first  in  a  class  of  thirt}'- 
six.     He  rendered  material  assistance  to  his   father  in 


THE    FAMILY    TREE.  23 

his  ofHce  dvirlng  all  these  years.     In  the  spring  of  1878 — 
after  a  j^enr's  teaching  in  Alsace  Township — he  accom- 
panied the  l\annly  to  Kansas,  whither  the  fixther  had  pre- 
ceded  them,  and  there  farmed  in  summer  and  taught 
school  the  following  winter.     Ue   next  sold,  as  agent, 
"  The  Life  and  Travels  of  General  Grant."     In  the  fivU 
of  1879  he  entered  the  employ  of  Bellcmere  Bros,,  gro- 
cers of  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  continuing  in  their  service 
nntil  May,  18S1,  when  he  entered  tlie  employ  of  a  large 
canning  establishment  at  Buttalo,  N.  Y.,  under  the  name 
of  the  Erie  Preserving  Co.      Here  he  continued  for  6ve 
years,  holding  a  lucrative  position,  which  was  reluct- 
antly exchanged,  owing  to  impaired  health,  for  a  lighter 
task  in  a  wholesale  produce  and  commission  house  in 
the  same  city.     But  this  business  proved  distasteful  and 
he  re-entered,  after  six  months,  the  emplo}'  of  one  of 
,he   firm   in   the  Erie  Preserving  Co.  in  an   individual 
business  of  his  own.  viz. :    A  planing  mill  and  box  fac- 
Mvy,  in  which   agreeable   situation    this    is  his  second 
year.     He  married  September  4,  1883,  Miss  Amanda  D. 
Weitzel  of  Reading,  Pa.     They  have  one  child.  Edward 
Henry,  born  July  14,  1886.       3.  Eulalia  Sarah,  born 
Tebruary  12, 1860.     Attended  school  in  Greenwich  and 
leading  and  assisted  in  the  house-work  until  the  family 
•emoved   to  Kansas,  when    she    learned    and    followed 
dressmaking  for  five  years.     She  was  married  January 
18,  1887,  to  Mr.  Augustus  F.  Myers  of  Eudora,  Kansas, 
There  they  now  reside.      4.   Miami  Cnlharine,  born  Sep- 
:ember  28,  1861.     Died  from  dysentery  October  22, 1863. 
j.  Louisa  Elizabeth,  born  October  10,  1865.     Lived  at 
lome,  attending  school  in  Pennsylvania  and  Kansas,  at 
)ne  time  the   State  University  at  Lawrence.     October 
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8,  1885,  she  married  Mr.  J.  P.  Schneller  of  Catasauqua, 
Pa.,  whore  they  now  reside,  ahout  to  locate  at  Emails, 
Pa.,  and  he  to  enter  the  tinsmith  business.  Tliey  have 
one  child  called  Jennie  Ma}'.  G.  Howard  Henry,  born 
March  25,  1869.  Commenced  his  school-days  in  Read- 
ing and  still  continues  his  studies  in  winter  terms  in 
Kansas.  He  is  the  leading  one  in  the  labors  of  the  farm 
under  his  mother's  supervision,  since  the  head  of  the 
familv  has  departed.  1.  Elhworlh  Nathan,  born  May 
10,  1871.  He  makes  excellent  progress  in  his  studiesat 
school  and  assists  in  the  work  on  the  farm.  His  propen- 
sities seem  to  lie  in  the  direction  of  music  and  drawing. 
8.  Hiesler  Noah,  horn  October  19, 1878  ;  he  is  one  of  the 
bright  school  boys  of  Eudora  and  makes  himself  useful 
in  the  labors  at  home. 

r 
v.— Samuel. 

The  fifth  branch  was  Samuel.  He  was  born  on  the 
20th  day  of  January,  182-2.  He  died  when  he  was  but. 
four  years  of  age,  on  Januar}-  18,  1826.  Rev.  Knosky,-, 
in  olliciatingat  his  funeral, chose  for  his  text  the  appro-' 
priate  words  of  Scripture  (I  Sam.  3:4):  "And  the- 
Lord  called  Samuel,  etc."  i 


VI.— Michael. 


Michael  was  the  sixth  child  of  Joseph  and  Elizabeth- 
Croll.  He  was  born  on  the  14th  day  of  July,  1824.  His" 
early  boyhood  was  spent  at  home,  attending  the  nearesv 
common  scliools  for  but  a  few  months  during  the  wintci 
seasons.  At  a  more  advanced  boyhood  he  was  hired 
out  to  Mr.  Harrison  Fi-gcly — a  farmer  of  Maxatawnv 
Townsliip  ;  aiKJ  aftrrwards  he  learned  the  tailoring  trade 
fniin  his  liidthei-  Jt)lin,  living  near  Kutztown,  Pa.  ,^.. 
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On  the  13th  of  June,  1847,  he  married  Mis-  Mary  A. 
Frederick.     He    settled    in   Windsor    Township,   same 
county,  in  1848,  and  carried  on  the  Inisiness  of  tailoring 
for  two  (?)  years,  when  he  removed  to  Douglas  Town- 
ship, Montgomery  County,  Pa.,  where  he  had  rented  a 
hotel   stand,  which  business  engaged  his  attention  for 
one  year.     At  the  end  of  this  year  he  changed  his  resi- 
dence to  near  Zion's  Hill,  Bucks  County,  Pa.,  where  he 
had  bought  a  home  and  where  he  again  carried  on  his 
tailoring  business.     During  their  residence  here  the  en- 
tire family  was  sick  with  typhoid  fever,  and  the  sister — 
Sarah    CroU — died   here  from   its    ravaging   and   fatal 
^-ffects. 
After  nine  years  of  residence  here  and  hard  work  in 
"ying  the  needle,  in  which  he  was  assisted  by  his  faith- 
ful wife  and  others,  he  sold  his  property  and  removed 
to  near  Milford  Square,  same  county.    He  here  followed 
''is  occupation  steadily,  save  that  in  the  dull  season  of 
idsummer  he  would  usuallj-  assist  farmers  in  harvest- 
5  their  crops. 

He  removed  next  to  Snyder's  farm,  near  California, 
icks  County,  which  must  have  been  in  1862  or  1863. 
lived  here  two  or  three  years,  when  he  returned  to 
r  Milford  Square,  living  on  Geissinger's  farm  for  two 
ars,  and  then  again  took  up  abode  near  Zion's  Hill, 
;  two  years.  In  all  this  time  he  followed  the  one 
'ling  of  tailoring. 

[n  the  spring  of  1869,  he  liought  a  homo  in  the  village 
Lyons,  Berks  County,  Pa.,  and  removed  thither,  con- 
ning till  his  death  to  reside  iierc  and  carry  on  the 
iiness  of  tailoring.  While  living  here  he  was  an  at- 
•dant  of  the  Lutheran  church,  and  under  the  preach- 
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iiiij  of  his  nephew,  Rev.  A.  D.  Croll,  he  and  all  his  fom-  :' 
ily  but  James  ( who  was  not  living  at  home)  Mere  hope- 
fully converted  to  God.     The  church  later  honored  him 
with  some  important  oftices. 

In  the  spring  of  lSSO,he  was  for  the  third  time  seized    ' 
with   typhoid  fever,  and    after    languishing   for   three  ; 
weeks,  he  died  peacefully  on  Thursday  evening,  March  ;■ 
4th,  at  the  age  of  55  years,  1  mouths  and  20  days.    His 
death  was  full  of  the  peace  and  triumphs  of  Christian 
faith.   He  was  buried  the  following  Monday  in  the  Lj^ons    .•' 
Cemetery,  the  funeral  services  being  conducted  by  Rev. 
Staufler,  of  the  Evangelical  Association,  preaching  from   ^. 
the  text  2  Cor.  5:1. 

He  was  always  a  quiet  and  peaceable   citizen,  verj  •; 
genial  and  friendly  in  disposition,  affable  and  kind  as  ■{■?.. 
neighbor,  industrious  in  his  habits  and  very  beautiful  11    .. 
his  home-life.      His  famil}-  was  ever  the  scene  of  quiet 
peace  and  contentment,  and  seldom  can  one  lind  a  honir 
where  a  truer  unitj-  of  love  binds  the  members  togeth 
than  did  this  household.     One  could  not  enter  it  wit 
out  inhaling  this  fragrant  aroma  of  family  love.     Th'| 
children    are    the    following :      1.  James   Adam,  bo 
August  11,  1848.    Spent  early  boyhood  at  home.    Hi, 
out  to  farmers.  In  ISOCi.atteiuled  normal  school  at  K"'; 
town — later  the  Zion  ^'allov  Institute,  and  Alillersvi 
State  Normal  School.     Taught  public  schocj  for  a  nu 
bcr  of  winters  in  Bucks  and  Lehigh  counties.      In  18 
and  1870  in  flour  and  feed  business.     Since  1874  rosi(| 
in   AUcntown;  first  had  an  agency    for   organs,  piar. 
and  sewing  niachiues,  next  and  for  many  years  engag 
in  grocery  and  liakery  business.     Member  of  Kvang 
ical  church  since  1875.     Delegate  to  Prohibition  Stt 
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Convention  in  ISSG.      Married  Fcbniary  22,  1872,  Miss 
illmira  M.  Bergenstock.     Had  four  children,  of  -whom 
two  are  dead.     2.  Emelina  Mullanina,  born  February 
20, 1850;  died  May  13,  1850.     3.  Manlileus  Cyrus,  born 
May  9,  1851.     Spent  boyhood  years  at  home  save  sum- 
mer of  1859,  living  witli  a  neighboring  farmer,  Mr.  John 
Stauffer.      Learned  and  followed  cigar-making  in  18G1- 
62.     Attended  Qnakertown  Academy  and  Zion's  Yalley 
Institute.     Taught  near  Schnecksville,  Lehigh  County, 
in  1809-70 — one  term.     Learned  telegraphy  in  1870,  and 
has  since  served  the  P.  &  R.  R.  R.  Co.  in  that  capacity 
xt  Reinhold's,  Xorristown,  Palo  Alto,  Pottsville,  Allen- 
town  (main  office),  Philadelphia  (Tenth  and  Chestnut), 
and  at  Third  and  Chestnut  for  Atlantic  &  Pacific  Tele- 
:raph  Compan}-.     Since  May  1,  1881,  he  resides  at  Will- 
amsport  in   P.  &  R.  employ.     Mai-ried  July  20,  1875, 
liss  Beckie  M.  Goho  of  Ringtown,  Schuylkill  County, 
a.     No  children.     Is  now  a  Methodist  and  in  politics 
Prohibitionist.      4.   Onopirus    Frederick,  born    July, 
t,  1853;  died  September  2,  1854.     5.  Jane   Catharine, 
rn  July  13,1855.     Assisted  father  in  tailoring.     Mar- 
d  Austin  A.  Fisher,  a  farmer  near  Monterey,  Berks 
inty.     The}'  have  nine   children.      0.  Adaline,  born 
y  4,  1858.     Assisted  her    father    in   his  trade.     Re- 
nted with  her  mother  to  Allentown,  where    she    has 
ed  out  and  keeps   oversight  of  her  mother.     She  is 
married.     7.   Clymena,  born  July  5,  ISGO.     Assisted 
work  at  home.     Since  at  Allentown  has  lived  out  for 
ne  time.     Is   now    clerking    for  her   brother  James, 
e  is  single. 
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YII,  Vm.— Mary  and  Sarat. 

Mary  and  Sarah,  twins,  were  the  7iext  born  into  the 
bosom  of  Joseph  CroU's  ftxmily.  They  first  saw  the 
light  of  day  September  1,  1826.  ; 

Sarah  spent  her  childhood  years  at  home.  At  about 
sixteen  years  of  age,  she  was  hired  out  as  servant  girl 
to  Mr.  George  Kemp  near  Kutztown,  in  whose  tenant 
house  her  oldest  brother  was  now  living  with  his  family. 
She  remained  about  two  years.  Nearly  a  year  after  the 
father's  death,  she  was  sent,  in  1848,  with  her  brother 
William  to  Bucks  County — he  attending  an  English 
school  at  Quakertown,  she  to  live  in  the  famil}'  of  a  Mr. 
Treichler,  as  farmer's  servant-girl.  Here  she  died  of 
typhoid  fever  on  the  21st  of  July,  1859,  and  was  buriec' 
at  the  Zion's  Hill  Union  burial  grounds. 

Mary  also  spent  her  early  years  at  home,  but  late 
lived  among  strangers.     At  the  proper  age  she  was  coi 
firmed  in  her  Christian  faith  at  the  Lutheran  Churc 
near  the  old  home.     She  was  married  in  1850  to  M 
Benjamin  Burkey,  a  charcoal   burner,  which,  togeth 
with  farming  and  laboring,  he  has  been  following  siu' 
Their  home  changed   several  times,  but  never  out 
Albany  aud  Greenwich  Townships.     She  has  provec 
faithful  wife  to  her  husband  and  gladly  bore  her  shi 
of  the   hardships    and  struggles   through  which   th' 
passed,  in  the  maintenance  of  an  honest  livelihood  ai    " 
in  the  bringing  up  of  their  family.     For  two  years  p 
vious  to  liLT  ileatli,  she  sullV-ri'd  iilniost  contstanlly  fr( 
drops}',  whicii  causi'd  licr  death,  .huuiary  3,  1886.     1 
end   was   not   iinexiiected,  and  we  trust  her  lamji  v 
trimmed    and    burninij:    at    the    Bridegroom's    comii 
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having  with  her  entire  l\imily  ahva^-s  been  faithful  at- 
tendants upon  church.  They  have  the  following  family 
of  children:  1.  Sarah,  born  October  30,  1850,  who 
served  at  various  places  during  her  girlhood  years.  She 
■was  living  at  Samuel  Kohler's  when  she  was  married, 
October  11,18C8,  to  Orlando  Burkert,  a  laborer  from 
Richmond  Township;  lives  at  MoUtown,  and  is  the 
mother  of  eleven  children,  viz.:  Benjamin,  Rose,  James 
(dead),  Susanna  (dead),  Edwin,  infant  unnamed  (dead), 
Katy,Elias,  Anna  (dead),  Harry  and  Sallie.  2.  Louisa, 
who  was  raised  by  her  uncle,  Mr.  Newhart,  of  Mahanoy 
City.  She  married  David  Strausser,  of  Kutztown,  and 
about  fifteen  years  ago  removed  to  Nebraslva,  where 
they  farm.  The  following  are  the  names  of  their  children : 
Wilson,  Eddie,  Elmer  (dead),  Minnie,  Alexander,  infant 
(name  unknown).  3.  Catharine,  who  lived  out  at  va- 
rious places,  of  whom  Joel  Baltzer  was  one.  She  mar- 
ried Benjamin  F.  Henry,  a  farmer,  of  Greenwich;  later 
removed  to  Iowa  State,  where  they  are  farming.  She 
has  four  children,  Susan,  Nora  and  two  smaller.  4. 
Alfred,  who  is  a  carpenter  by  trade.  He  married  Miss 
Mary  Kemmerling  of  Albany,  and  have  two  children, 
Willie  and  Irvin.  5.  Daniel  is  a  laborer  and  carpenter. 
He*  spent  six  years  with  his  sister  in  Nebraska,  and 
August  15,  1885,  married  Miss  Anna  Wetzel,  of  Weth- 
erly.  They  have  one  child,  Arthur,  and  live  on  the 
Berk  farm  in  Albany,  which  he  bought,  and  where  his 
father,  Mr.  Burkey,  is  staying  at  present.  C.  Benjamin, 
who,  after  serving  on  various  farms,  removed  to  near  Mil- 
ton, Pa.,  where  he  is  engaged  in  farming  and  stone-quar- 
rying. He  is  married  to  Miss  Hannah  Dietzler  of  the 
same  place.    Their  two  sons  are  named  Elmer  and  Irvin. 
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7.  Henry  Franklin,  died  as  an  infant.  8.  Mary  Anyi,  who 
lived  several  years  with  grandmother  Croll,  before  her 
decease,  and  on  December  24,  1881,  married  Amos 
Greenawalt,  a  widower  with  three  children.  He  is  en- 
gaged in  the  store  business  at  Heinly's  (Albanj'  P.  0.), 
and  the}'  have  together  two  children,  Abucr  and  Anson. 
9.  William  Moses,  who  is  a  carpenter,  and  has  lived  near 
home  and  at  Milton,  and  is  now  at  Reading.  He  is 
unmarried.  10.  David.  He  also  served  for  various 
farmers  near  home,  and  now  lives  at  Milton,  having  his 
home  with  his  brother  Benjamin. 

IX.— David. 

Next  to  this  double-branch  came  David,  the  ninth 
child.  He  was  born  March  24,  1820.  He  was  early 
baptized  and  at  a  proper  age  confirmed  as  a  member  of 
the  Lutheran  Church.  His  school  advantages  were 
meagre.  At  the  age  of  about  17  he  entered  upon  his 
apprenticeship  as  brick-laj-er  and  stone-mason  with  his 
uncle,  Ephraim  Dorwart,  and  remained  three  years,  re- 
ceiving very  small  remuneration  for  his  labor.  Later 
his  wages  were  high.  He  labored  with  a  crew  for  several 
years  in  different  rising  towns  of  Schuylkill  County, 
yet  always  spending  Sundays  at  liome.  Uu  account  of 
his  aged  and  atllicted  mother,  whom  he,  together  with 
his  sister  Kate,  nursed  during  all  her  last  years  of  suf- 
fering and  conlincment,  he  never  undertook  work  that 
necessitated  his  being  away  from  iionic  over  Sunday, 
and  lie  in  this  period  never  tliouglit  of  getting  nuirried. 
nnil  Ic.'iving  tlie  niotlu-r.  I5ut  slie  dying  in  the  fall  of  1872,'' 
and  the  nld  Immi'   being  thus   brolvcn  u|i,  he  left  on   the 
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20th  of  April,  in  the  following  sprinn-,  for  Greenville, 
Mercer  County,  Pa.,  whither  a  number  of  his  old  trade- 
comrades  had  preceded  him,  and  where  the  prospects 
for  his  craft  were  promising.  ITe  being  a  skillful  work- 
man, it  was  not  long  after  his  arrival  before  he  was  es- 
tablished in  his  calling  at  $3  per  daj-.  And  now  the 
thought  of  marriage  received  entertainment  in  his  mind. 
Thus  we  find,  on  referring  to  the  local  press  of  that  day, 
the  following:  "Married. — At  the  residence  of  the 
bride's  mother  iu  Greenville,  Jane  25,  1874,  by  llev.  C. 
R.  Dieffenbacher,  Mr.  David  CroU,  of  Berks  County, 
Pa.,  and  Miss  Eliza  Gaisers,  of  Greenville,  Pa."  This 
has  proved  to  be  a  happy  union,  and  their  home  at 
Greenville  is  one  of  harmoo}-,  peace  and  cheerful  hospi- 
tality. What  he  was  as  dutiful  son  in  the  years  of  an 
afflicted  mother  he  has  become  as  husband  to  a  loving 
and  faithful  wife,  and  as  father  to  a  family  of  children. 
The  following  six  children  compose  their  family,  of 
whom  the  first  two  have  gone  to  Heaven:  1.  Twins: 
Alfred  Ulysses  and  John  Albert.  The}^  were  born  June 
19,  18T5.  Baptized  in  infancy,  and  John  Albert  died  of 
cholera  infantum  August  12,  187G,  and  Alfred  Ulysses, 
a  bright  and  promising  boy,  died  December  15,  1884,  of 
congestion  of  the  brain.  They  lie  buried,  side  by  side, 
in  Greenville  Cemetery.  2.  Manj  Elizabeth.,  born  Sep- 
tember 10,  1876.  Is  now  a  studious  pupil  in  school. 
3.  Jatharine  Mai/,  born  May  24,  1878.  She  also  at- 
tends school.  4.  Georfje  Sylvester,  born  January  13, 
18S0,  and  is  just  beginning  to  learn  his  first  lessons 
from  books.  5.  Robert  Emery  Pattison,'born  November 
19,'  1882.  He  is  too  young  to  judge  whetlier  he  will 
evfer  resemble  his  illustrious  namesake. 
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On  May  4,  18S5,  Mr.  Croll  was  severely  if  not  perma- 
nently crippled  by  a  stroke  of  paralysis.  He  is  now 
beginning  to  work  again. 

X.— Rufina. 

The  tenth  child  of  this  family  was  Rufina.  She  was 
born  April  7,  1831.  She  lived  away  from  home  as  a 
young  girl  as  child's  nurse  in  different  families.  When 
about  fourteen  she  lived  a  j-ear  with  John  Beaver  of 
Maxatawn}'.  After  the  father's  death  she  hired  out  as 
servant  girl  to  Philip  Dorwart,  who  removed  from  Green- 
wich to  the  north-western  part  of  Bucks  County,  and 
took  her  along.  She  afterwards  served  on  a  farm  oper- 
ated by  a  Mcnnonite  bachelor,  Jacob  Roth  by  name, 
living  near  Zion'g  Hill.  Him  she  married  later,  the 
date  of  which  I  have  not  been  able  to  ascertain.  They 
had  two  children,  but  both  died  wiiile  yet  inf\ints.  She 
died  April  26,  1855,  at  the  early  age  of  24  years  and 
19  days.  Her  burial  at  the  East  Swamp  Mennonite 
burial  grounds,  near  Zion's  Hill,  took  place  a  few  days 
later,  where  her  resting  place  is  marked  by  a  suitable 
memorial  stone. 

XI.— William. 

Wii.MAM,  tlic  eleventh  c/iz'W,  was  born  March  24,1883. 
He  spent  the  first  fifteen  years  at  iionie,  receiving  a  very 
limited  subscription  school  education.  After  his  father's 
death  he  remained  liome  but  little.  Nearly  a  year  after, 
when  about  15  years  old,  he  accompanied  his  sister 
Saraii  to  near  (.^uakertown,  Bucks  Count}-,  attending  an 
English  school  for  two  months  in  the  spring,  and  serv- 
ing on  a  farm  in  summer.     Ho  returned  home   in  the 
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fall  of  1848  to  attend  catechetical  instniclions  in  the 
home  church  and  after  his  confirmation  by  Rev.  G.  F. 
J.  Jaeger,  on  Easter,  1849,  he  returned  to  Bucks  County, 
to  serve  another  summer  on  a  farm.  That  coming  Fall 
he  hired  out  to  Mr.  Charles  Jamieson  of  same  place  as 
blacksmith's  apprentice.  "With  him  he  lived  and  for 
him  he  -n-orked  six  years,  receiving  the  impress  of  the 
sterling  characteristics  of  this  home.  On  November  1, 
1855,  he  married  Miss  Sarah  Etta  Shup,  daughter  of 
John  and  Annie  Shup,  old  residents  of  Bucks  County. 
After  visiting  relatives  for  about  six  weeks  they  went 
■west  and  settled  near  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin.  He  spent 
the  winter  cutting  wood,  and  in  the  spring  they  began 
housekeeping  and  farming  at  West  Granville,  Milwau- 
kee County,  Wisconsin,  on  the  property  of  Mr.  Fred 
Brandt,  an  old  Pennsylvanian.  They  lived  here  and 
farmed  for  seven  years.  In  the  spring  of  18G3,  he  re- 
sumed work  at  his  old  calling,  blacksmithing,  laboring 
for  Fred  Bliescner  of  the  same  village,  and  continued 
quite  steadily  for  five  years.  In  the  fall  of  1864  he 
came  east  with  his  family,  spending  about  six  weeks  in 
visiting  his  relatives  in  Pennsylvania.  At  the  govern- 
ment call  in  Februarj-,  18G5,for  600,000  more  troops,  Mr. 
CroU  enlisted  as  a  private  in  the  51st  regiment,  Wisconsin 
Volunteers,  serving  in  Company  A  under  Captain  L.  J. 
Edwards,  of  Milwaukee.  They  saw  but  little  of  the 
horrors  of  battle,  confining  his  war  recollections  mostly 
to  picket-service  in  guarding  the  operations  of  the 
Union  Pacific  Railroad's  construction  crew,  between 
Jefferson  and  Kansas  City,  Mo.  But  his  exposures 
prostrated  him  so  that  in  April  his  life  being  despaired 
of,  his  physician  telegraphed  for  his  wife,  who  joined 
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him  at  St.  Louis,  and  nursed  him  back  to  life  and  health. 
On  the  22nd  of  the  following  August  he  with  his  regi- 
ment  was  mustered  out  and  honorably-  discharged  at 
Madison,  Wisconsin.  He  resumed  work  for  Mr.  Bliese- 
ner.  After  a  siege  of  sickness  in  the  winter  of  1868- 
69,  he  resumed  work  on  the  farm,  for  a  son  of  Mr. 
Brandt,  in  the  spring  of  18G9.  He  continued  this  for 
about  nine  years,  farming  for  shares.  The  wife's  failing 
health  and  other  considerations  induced  liira  in  the  fall 
of  1877  to  sell  out  his  stock  and  remove  about  a  hun- 
dred miles  farther  north,  to  the  city  of  Manitowoc,  on 
the  Michigan  Lake.  He  here  purchased  a  propertj-  and 
in  company  witli  his  son-in-law  entered  the  grocery 
business,  gradually  widening  out  until  at  ])resent  the 
store  is  quite  a  general  one  in  the  line  of  country  pro- 
duce. Li  the  summer  of  1883,  he  with  his  wife  and 
son  Willie  made  another  pleasant  visiting  tour  to  rela- 
tives in  Pennsylvania,  and  took  in  their  route  many 
points  of  interest  and  natui'al  grandeur.  Since  their 
return  little  has  happened  to  internipt  liim  in  his  grow- 
ing business,  save  a  brief  spell  of  severe  illness  in  the 
fall  of  1886.  The  writer  recalls  a  ver}-  pleasant  week 
spent  in  his  family  in  the  summer  of  188G,  when  he  was 
most  royally  ontertaineil  by  him  and  his  family,  includ- 
ing that  of  his  son-in-law.  Mr.  Croll  is  a  heavy  man, 
tiie  picture  of  health,  and  exhuberant  in  disposition, 
the  head  of  a  happy  domestic  circle.  He  has  alwaj'S 
been  a  faitliful  and  active  member  of  the  Lutheran  church. 
The  following  constitutes  his  family  of  children  :  1. 
Anna  Elhnhclli,  born  January  12,  1857.  She  began 
early  to  attend  suhonl  and  ni:\ilc  rapid  piogress  in  her 
studies.     At'tiic   parochial   schof)ls  later  she  gained  a 
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very  fair  knoAvledge  of  the  German  language,  so  that 
she"  is  able  to  speak  and  write  it  as  fluently  as  the  Eng- 
lish. Confirmed  January  7,  1872.  Taught  school  from 
1873  to  1875,  then  attended  the  Normal  School  at  White- 
water for  five  months,  and  taught  another  term.  Sep- 
tember 14,  1876,  she  married  Mr.  "William  Sicker,  of 
Manitowoc,  a  widower,  with  four  dear  children,  brother 
of  Rev.  Dr.  Sieker,  of  Xew  York  City.  They  have 
been  living  in  Manitowoc  ever  since,  he  being  partner 
with  his  father-in-law  in  business  on  Park  street  since 
1878.  She  has  one  child  living,  whose  name  is  Lillian, 
the  two  first  born  having  been  called  to  Heaven.  2. 
Frank  MeJi-in,  born  February  28, 1861.  He  has  attended 
school  regularly,  was  confirmed  at  14  ;  at  17  was  ap- 
prenticed to  Mr.  N.  Schauss,  tinsmith,  and  has  followed 
this  trade  ever  since,  working  for  different  parties,  at 
present  for  himself.  On  November  2,  1884,  he  married 
Miss  Amelia  A.  Abel.  Thej'  have  one  daughter,  Flor- 
ence Etta,  and  live  in  Manitowoc.  3.  Samuel  David, 
born  Februar3-  9,  1867.  Attended  public  and  parochial 
schools  regularly;  was  confirmed  in  1881,  and  since  the 
Fall  of  18S2  is  clerking  for  his  fiither  and  brother-in-law. 
4.  William  Sicedeland,  born  October  5,  1874.  Attended 
graded  school,  and  now  is  in  parochial  schools  at  Mani- 
towoc. He  is  about  13,  full  of  the  life  and  ways  of  a 
healthy  boy.  1G067;23 

XII.— Catharine  Amanda. 

The  twelfth  child  and  last  born  was  another  daughter 
who  received  the  name  of  Catii.vrine  Amanda,  yet  is 
kno,wn  familiarly  by  all  her  relatives  and  friends  as 
Eake.     She  was  born  February  4,  1836.     Like  all  the 


L 


1 


36  THE   CROLL   FAMILY. 

rest  she  was  baptized  and  confirmed  early  in  life.  She 
remained  at  home  till  she  was  well  grown  up,  when  she 
began  to  "live  out."  She  removed  to  Bucks  County  in 
1850,  when  14  years  old,  and  there  lived  with  the  fol- 
lowing persons  in  order  :  Jacob  Cl3'mer,  Joseph  Gei- 
singer,  William  Shelly,  Enos  Beidler,  Elias  Nasejand  at 
Henry  Trumbower's  over  10  years,  and  would  possibly 
have  continued  to  remain,  with  her  name  changed,  did 
not  the  call  of  her  own  invalid  mother  come  louder  to 
her  sense  of  duty  than  any  other  claims.  Hence  she 
returned  to  her  native  scenes  and  for  nine  years  or  more 
before  her  mother's  death,  she,  together  with  her  brother 
David,  rendered  the  most  beautiful  and  dutiful  filial  ser- 
vice in  the  constant  and  watchful  care  of  their  afflicted 
mother.  By  her  constant  attention  and  kindly  nursing 
she  paved  the  way  to  the  tomb  of  that  contracted  and 
crippled  body  with  such  devoted  and  sympathetic  care 
as  robbed  it  of  much  of  its  racking  pain.  For  what 
she  and  her  brother  above  mentioned  have  done  for 
their  mother  that  was  helpless  as  a  child  for  many 
years,  they  deserve  a  better  monument  than  the  men- 
tion of  it  in  a  history  like  this.  But  we  trust  that  even 
this  UKi}'  liclp  to  make  the  fact  imperishable  while  one 
of  this  generation  survives.  Since  the  mother's  death 
and  burial  Kate  has  lived  at  various  places  in  Pennsyl- 
vania and  X(.'\v  Jersey.  At  first  she  visited  relatives 
and  then  took  up  quarters  with  her  brother  John,  but 
soon  to  find  cuiploynicnt  in  tlie  village  of  Schnocksville 
l)y  serving  first  at  Mr.  Sack's  and  then  at  diflTerent 
places — Mr.  Daniel  George  and  Mr.  Bertolet  being  re- 
called. She  also  served  at  Allentown,  and  for  ei<rht 
years  in  the  family  of  a  Mr.  Jacob  Dctweiler  at  Green- 
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ville,  N,  J.  Since  then  she  has  been  at  Joshua  Hunt's  at 
Catasauqua,  Pa.,  which  place  she  was  prevailed  upon  to 
exchange  for  that  of  Mr.  Schleucher,  a  widower,  of  same 
town,  whose  housekeeper  she  has  been  the  past  j-ear. 
She  excels  in  the  cooking  and  culinary  art  as  all  will 
testify  that  have  ever  enjoyed  her  well  prepared  meals. 
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PART  II. 


The  Wedding  Ring. 


BIOGEAPHICAL  SKETCH 


JOIIX  CROLL  AND  HIS  FAMILY. 
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"  Honor  tliy  fatlier  mid  thy  mot  licr."— A'r.  SO:  IS. 

"■  Ask  tliy  liitliuraiKt  lio  will  sliow  tli<'c."— />i((7.  3?.  7. 

"I'Uer  cbililren  urise  up  uml  cull  ber  blusseil."— TVou.  S1:2S. 


Fifty  years  of  walk  togetber, 
Fifty  years  of  varied  weather, 
Fifty  years  as  man  and  wife  ; 
Fifty  years  of  love  and  favor, 
Fifty  years  of  toil  and  labor, 
Fifty  years  of  wedded  life. 


JOHN  CROLL  AND  HIS  FAMILY. 


JOHN,  the  first-born  of  Joseph  and  Elizabeth  Croll, 
was  born  on  the  19th  day  of  May,  1814,  while  the 
parents  were  living  in  their  home  near  Grimsville,  Berks 
County,  Pa.  On  the  Uth  of  July  of  the  s.ime  year  the 
parents  dedicated  him  to  Christ  in  the  sacred  rite  of 
Baptism,  Rev  Mr.  Knosk3'  officiating.  The  sponsors 
were  John  Schlenker  and  his  wife  Barbara.  In  his  boy- 
hood he  attended  German  pay -schools,  Ferdinand  Berk- 
myer,  Daniel  Tressler  and  Joseph  Christman  beirKr 
among  his  teachers.  All  the  English  instruction  he  ever 
received  was  crowded  into  one-half  month.  The  writer 
has  often  heard  him  speak  of  the  want  of  school  advant- 
ages in  those  days,  and  of  his  mother's  unyielding 
prejudices  against  the.  English  tongue,  even  opposinor 
her  husband's  use  of  it  before  the  children,  although, 
coming  from  an  English  community,  it  was  native  to 
him.  Notwithstanding  this  disadvantxigc,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch  3-et  gained  a  sufficient  acquaintance  with  the 
English  to  be  able  to  read  and  write  it,  and  to  speak  it 
brokenly. 

At  the  age  of .  sixteen,  in  1830,  he  was  confirmed  as 
a  full  member  of  the  Lutheran  Church  by  the  pastor, 
Rev.  Knosky.  The  following  summer  he  was  hired  out 
for  six  months  to  Mr.  Esser  of  Kutztown,  and  the  same 
fall  "started  in"  as  tailor's  apprentice  with  Mr.  John 
Kutz  of  Longswamp,  Berks  County-,  where  the  present 
borough  of  Topton  is  now  located.     His  apprenticeship 
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(according  to  the  customs  of  those  days)  lasted  four  full 
years,  which  time  the  young  tailor-pupil  served  out. 
After  it  had  elapsed  he  established  himself  in  the  busi- 
ness by  following  that  other  amateur-tailor  custom  of 
going  from  house  to  house  to  do  customers'  work.  In 
October,  1837,  he  married  Catharine,  daughter  of  David 
and  Catharine  DeLong  of  Maxatawny  township,  which 
family  traces  its  pedigree  back  to  the  French  Huguenots 
that  emigrated  to  this  country.  In  April,  1838,  they  be- 
gan housekeeping  in  Albany  township,  same  county,  near 
the  present  village  of  Wesnersville,  where  they  lived  but 
one  year.  They  occupied  one-half  of  the  house  of  his 
brother-in-law,  Mr.  Jacob  Behler.  Here  their  first  son, 
Alfred,  was  bom,  and  often  have  the  children  heard  the 
mother  recount  that  3'ear  of  trial  and  homesickness. 
Having  been  accustomed  all  her  life  to  the  rich  land  and 
tamer  scenery  of  her  girlhood  home,  it  was  a  sore  trial 
to  spend  this  year  so  far  away  from  her  earlier  associa- 
tions amid  the  wild  surroundings  of  this  Blue  Mountain 
home,  where  the  inhabitants  knew  as  little  of  taming  their 
coarse  natures  as  did  the  wild  mountain  torrent  which 
rushed  by  their  cottage,  and  as  little  of  pruning  as  did 
the  thick  woodland  which  shaded  their  dwellinirs.  These 
vulgarities  were  a  constant  shock  to  her  finer  sensibili- 
ties, and  she  was  a  happy  woman  when  next  spring  they 
removed  close  to  the  charming  scenes  of  her  earlier  life. 
They  settled  about  a  mile  and  a  half  east  of  Kutztown 
in  a  tenant  house,  belonging  then  to  Mr.  George  Kemp, 
where  he  continued  to  follow  his  trade,  most  of  the  time 
employing  a  few  apprentices  or  journeymen  tailors.  From 
the  pursuit  of  his  calling  there  was  little  deviation  for 
the  next  fourteen  years,  save  what  an  occasional  coUec- 
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torship  or  other  township  office,  and  the  few  week's  as- 
sistance given  Mr.  Kemp,  the  farmer,  in  harvest  time, 
brought  him  away  from  it.  He  was  elected  township  as- 
sessor in  1847,  and  state  and  county  tax  collector  for  the 
same  township  in  1848.  He  was  also  twice  chosen  election 
inspector.  From  the  time  he  became  of  age  until  the 
state  militia-law  was  repealed  he  was  a  member  of  that 
order.  During  the  fourteen  years  of  residence  here  six 
more  children  were  born  in  the  following  order  of  ages: 
Hiram,  Martin,  Silas,  Cyrenius,  Elraira  and  Philip. 

In  185.3,  the  family  moved  to  North  Whitehall  Town- 
ship, Lehigh  County,  Pa.,  whither  some  of  the  wife's 
relatives  had  already  gone  and  settled,  among  them  her 
parents.  Here  about  half  a  mile  north,  north-east  of 
Schnecksville,  Mr.  CroU  had  bought  of  Henry  Schneck 
a  tract  of  some  twenty  acres  of  land,  with  old  buildings 
thereon,  but  all  were  glad  even  for  these,  inasmuch  as 
they  furnished  them  the  first  home  of  their  own.  While 
the  land  gave  employment  to  the  growing  family,  the 
father  still  attended  to  the  pursuit  of  his  trade,  and  for 
twelve  years  was  as  industrious  as  tailor  ever  can  be, 
never  being  without  employing  additional  hands.  In 
1856  he  was  enabled  to  build  a  new  barn,  and  18(37-1868 
a  new  house — the  same  now  constituting  the  pleasant 
homestead.  From  1865  he  gave  nearly  all  his  time,  for 
about  ten  years,  beyond  what  his  little  farm  demanded, 
to  speculation  in  timber  land,  clearing  various  tracts, 
in  the  hardships  of  which  all  the  younger  boys  took 
part  and  have  vivid  recollections.  In  1860  he  took  the 
census  for  Heidelberg  and  Washington  Townships, 
Lehigh  County,  receiving  the  sub-contract  from  Mr. 
George   H.  Stem,  of  Stemton.     Once  he  lacked   three 
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votes  of  being  the  Democratic  nominee  for  County  Com- 
missioner. He  collected  the  state  and  county  taxes  in 
his  township  five  times,  and  the  school  tax  three  times  ; 
was  school  director  for  a  term  of  three  years,  from  1869- 
1871  of  which  Board  he  was  twice  elected  treasurer. 
The  last  ten  years  he  has  given  some  attention  to  truck- 
farming  and  huckstering.  But  most  of  this  time  his 
health  has  been  feeble  and  the  declining  years  have 
weighed  upon  him.  He  has  suflfered  for  years  from 
asthma  and  chronic  pulmonary  weakness  and  wasting. 
In  1855,  another  daughter  was  born,  Priscilla  by 
name.  Besides  these  eight  children  the  parents  have 
raised  half  a  dozen  other  children.  In  1846  or  1847 
they  adopted  Sarah  Kampman,  a  few  years  old,  and 
kept  her  till  1865,  when  she  removed  to  Indiana  and 
there  married  John  Brandt,  an  extensive  farmer.  They 
also  took  their  son  Hiram's  oldest  boy  Elmer,  and  kept 
him  till  he  was  nineteen  years  of  age;  and  after  Alfred's 
death  in  1876,  they  kept  his  oldest  boy  a  few  years. 
Since  Mr.  Bittner's  death  in  1879,  their  daughter  Elmira, 
with  her  three  children,  has  been  having  her  home  with 
them.  The  home  has  always  been  a  hospitable  one  for 
any  comer,  and  many  have  been  the  strangers  and  visi- 
tors that  have  enjoyed  its  plain  but  cheering  and  hearty 
hospitality.  Especially  do  the  children's  friends  know 
this. 

Although  neither  parent  having  ever  enjoyed  the  ad- 
vantages of  an  education,  they  insisted  on  giving  their 
children  the  best  they  could  afford,  all  of  whom  but 
Hiram  attended  at  least  one  term  of  boarding-school, 
besides  taking  in  the  best  the  home  schools  furnished. 
In   politics,  Mr.  Croll  has  always  been  a  Democrat ; 
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and  though  not  a  narrow  sectarian  in  roligious  matters, 
he  has  yet  always  maintained  the  principles  and  tenets 
of  the  Lutheran  faith.  His  life  has  been  honest,  indus- 
trious, frugal  and  useful.  He  lives  now  in  his  children, 
whom  he  has  trained  for  usefulness,  and  who  all  walk  in 
that  path  as  the  following  account  will  show. 

I.— Alfred  DeLoDg-. 

On  June  25,  1838,  amid  the  wild  and  hilly  country 
of  Albany  Township,  Berks  County,  Pa.,  the  first  child 
(a  son)  was  born  to  gladden  the  hearts  and  humble 
home  of  this  pair  just  delineated.  When  the  child  was 
about  five  weeks  old,  the  young  parents  took  their  babe 
and  started  out  on  foot  for  the  mother's  m.iiden  home, 
fully  ten  miles  distant,  to  show  to  their  friends  "  the 
little  stranger,"  and  to  offer  him  unto  God  through  the 
rite  of  Christian  baptism.  He  was  accordingly  chris- 
tened on  Sunday,  July  29th,  in  DeLong's  Church  (Bow- 
er's Station),  by  the  Reformed  minister,  Rev.  Chas.  G. 
Herman.  We  imagine  that  even  the  fondest  wish  of 
that  young  pair  could  scarcely  anticipate  that  in  that 
same  church,  this,  their  son,  should  afterward  preach 
with  so  much  power  and  unction  the  Gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ. 

This  visit  over,  the  parents  fondled  their  newly  bap- 
tized infant  to  their  bosoms,  and,  like  the  Jews  of  old, 
returned  on  foot  from  the  temple-service  to  their  hill- 
country.  But  their  removal  near  Kutztown  the  follow- 
ing spring  makes  all  the  recollections  of  his  boyhood 
years  cling  about  this  latter  place.  He  was  quite  a  pre- 
cocious child  and  early  developed  a  fondness  for  books 
that  was  unusual.    Many  are  the  incidents  that  could  be 
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given,  did  space  not  prevent,  to  point  out  his  precocity-, 
the  tenderness  of  his  conscious  and  his  filial  love  and 
obedieace  as  a  boy.  He  was  early  sent  to  school  and 
received  the  best  training  the  country  schools  then  af- 
forded. His  progress  was  marvelous,  mastering  equally 
all  his  branches  of  study,  excelling  possibly  in  orthog- 
raphy and  arithmetic.  His  perceptive  powers  were 
acute  and  his  memory  strong  and  retentive.  He  early 
became  a  reader  of  adventure  and  history — in  fact  of 
whatever  his  hands  could  lay  hold  on.  From  the  Sun- 
day-school library  he  got  a  book  that  made  a  deep  im- 
pression on  his  boyhood  mind — The  Dairyman^s 
Daughter — from  which  he  often  quoted  in  later  years. 
He  devoured  all  the  newspapers,  which  were  used  as 
wrappers  to  bundles  that  came  to  the  father's  shop. 
While  but  a  boy  he  had  read  through  the  entire  Bible — 
old  and  new  Testaments.  This  thirst  for  knowledge 
was  further  gratified  by  being  sent  to  a  select  school  at 
Kutztown,  and  when  about  14  years  of  age  to  the  Boy- 
ertown  Academy,  then  under  the  tutorship  of  Mr.  Henry 
G.  Stettler. 

After  the  removal  of  the  family  to  Lehigh  County,  he 
attended  public  school  in  winter,  but  during  the  first 
few  j'ears  this  was  all  the  education  thought  of  giving 
him  in  the  school-room.  In  the  summer  of  1853  he 
was  accordingly  hired  out  to  Mr.  Moses  Schneck,  of 
Schnecksville,  to  work  on  his  brick-yard,  and  in  1854  he 
served  as  farmer's  "hired  man"  under  Mr.  David  Kline, 
about  two  miles  from  home.  In  the  spring  of  1855 
(March  24th),  he  was  confirmed  by  the  Rev.  Jeremiah 
Sliindle  as  a  member  of  the  Lutheran  Church.  Now  his 
father  desired  him  to  learn  the  tailor's  trade  and  kept 
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him  at  home  for  this  purpose.  His  obedient  nature 
prompted  him  to  take  up  the  needle,  but  it. was  with 
great  inner  reluctance  that  he  looked  at  his  long  appren- 
ticeship and  his  life  to  be  thus  spent.  Often  when  the 
father  had  turned  his  back  his  young  apprentice  had 
perchance  lost  himself  in  a  book  or  some  newspaper 
article  instead  of  the  rudiments  of  tailoring.  Yet  he 
made  some  progress  in  this  also  ;  at  least  he  was  able 
to  make  pantaloons.  One  daj'  the  father  came  into  the 
shop  and  again  found  his  boy  intensely  interested  in 
some  book  while  the  task  he  had  assigned  him  lay  by 
his  side  untouched.  He  reprimanded  him  sharply  for 
this  conduct,  when  the  latter  replied  that  since  he  (the 
father)  wanted  him  to  be  a  tailor  he  would  finish  his 
apprenticeship,  but  assured  him  that  from  the  day  he 
was  21  years  of  age  he  would  never  again  touch  a  needle. 
His  father  caught  the  son's  spirit  and  began  to  under- 
stand him — and  that  was  the  last  day  of  Alfred's  tailor- 
apprenticeship.  He  was  asked  to  "  brush  up  "  in  his 
studies  and  present  himself  as  candidate  for  a  teacher's 
certificate,  in  which  he  was  successful,  and  taught  the 
following  five  winter  terms  :  Beginning  in  the  fall  of 
1855,  he  taught  for  three  ^-ears  what  was  known  as  the 
Deibert's  Valley  School,  in  North  Whitehall  Township, 
and  the  two  following  terms  the  Franklin  school  of 
Schnecksville. 

For  the  work  of  school  teaching  and  later  for  relig- 
ious teaching  he  was  the  better  fitted  by  attending,  in 
the  summer  of  18515,  a  select  school  at  Reading,  known 
as  the  Reading  Institute,  and  in  1858  and  1859  the 
Seminary  at  Freeland,  Fa.,  (now  Ursinus  College),  then 
under  the  principalship  of  Prof.  U.  A.  Hunsicker.     In 
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1857  he  taught  a  select  summer  school  at  Orefield.  In 
1860  he  assisted  his  father  during  a  few  summer  months 
in  the  taking  of  the  decennial  census.  That  same  fall 
he  entered  the  Theological  Seminary  at  Gettysburg,  and 
finished  the  course  in  two  years,  graduating  in  August, 
1862.  His  graduating  Thesis  was  on  "Comte's  Theory 
of  Social  and  Historical  Development." 

He  was  licensed  to  preach  in  September  of  same  year 
by  the  West  Pennsylvania  Synod  at  Shippensburg,  and 
at  once  entered  fully  upon  the  labors  of  the  sacred 
office,  having  received  and  accepted  a  call  from  a  coun- 
try charge  in  the  heart  of  Berks  County.  He  engaged 
quarters  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Charles  G.  Kline,  a  farmer 
near  Lyons,  Pa.,  and  here  he  lived  until  his  marriage  in 
1867.  He  served  a  charge  of  six,  and  at  one  time  seven 
congregations,  known  as  De  Long's,  Longswamp,  Hill, 
Huff's,New  Jerusalem,  Lobachs  and  St.  Peter's  churches, 
scattered  over  a  territory  thirty  miles  in  circumference, 
which  relationship  continued  for  five  years.  In  spring 
of  1868,  he  changed  sy nodical  relations — from  the 
Pennsylvania  to  the  East  Pennsylvania  Synod — and  re- 
sitmed  his  old  charge  to  accept  a  call  from  a  newly 
formed  charge  in  the  very  shadow  of  these  old  churches 
which  connected  with  the  East  Pennsylvania  Synod. 
The  membership  of  these  new  congregations  was  the 
fruit  of  his  earnest  preaching  of  repentance  and  faith  as 
the  only  true  conditions  of  membership  in  Christ's 
church.  The  new  charge  was  composed  of  four  churches, 
later  five. 

As  the  history  of  this  transition  and  the  names  of 
these  churciies  and  the  account  of  the  spiritual  battle 
waged  by  this  young  reformer  will  be  given  herein  by 
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the  sketch  of  Rev.  Singmaster,  I  shall  confine  myself  to 
bare  facts  and  dates. 

His  labors  were  always  arduous,  but  seemed  no  labors 
to  him,  such  was  his  zeal  and  love  for  the  work.  Yet 
the  many  protracted  meetings  held,  the  other  regular 
and  necessary  pastoral  work,  together  with  the  exposure 
incident,  so  taxed  his  powers  of  mind  and  body  that  he 
found,  after  a  lapse  of  ten  years  in  the  ministry,  that  his 
health  was  seriously  impaired.  Yet  he  continued,  amid 
many  physical  infirmities,  to  preach  regularly  for  four 
years  more,  ending  his  useful  and  eminently  successful 
life  on  June  19,  1876,  after  a  protracted  illness  of  three 
months.  Many  were  the  calls  and  visits  made  to  his  bed- 
side during  his  last  illness  by  his  solicitous  and  greatly 
endeared  flock,  as  well  as  by  his  host  of  friends  in  the  cir- 
cuit of  his  successftd  labors.  The  Sunday  preceding  his 
death  brother  Martin  and  family  arrived,  who,  with  the 
writer  and  Alfred's  own  family,  watched  at  his  bedside 
till  the  end  came  on  Monday  morning.  A  few  friends, 
members  of  his  congregation,  joined  them  in  the  evening, 
when  they  engaged  in  a  short  siervice  of  praver  and  son<T, 
in  which  the  brother  and  dying  shepherd  took  an  earnest 
part  and  which  so  gladdened  his  heart  that  he  only 
longed  to  be  released  from  the  body  that  was  so  feeble, 
to  continue  the  song  of  Moses  and  the  Lamb  without 
phjsical  exhaustion  and  without  end.  Towards  morn- 
ing the  unsteady  pulse  and  other  attendant  evidences 
made  known  that  the  end  was  nigh,  and  after  taking 
farewell  from  all  his  loved  ones,  and  uttering  a  few  more 
assurances  of  a  happy  life  opening  itself  to  his  view  in 
the  land  he  was  entering,  he  hreatiied  his  last  in  peace 
and    fell  a.sk'i'i)   in   Jesus.      Ho  was  buried  the  following 


50  THE   CROLL   FAMILY. 

Friday,  his  obsequies  being  attended  by  so  vast  a  con- 
course of  people  that  accommodations  of  shelter  could 
scarcely  be  found  for  all.  The  entire  village  was  filled 
at  an  early  hour  with  crowds  of  people  and  the  streets 
lined  with  buggies.  There  were  about  two  dozen  clergy- 
men in  attendance.  The  following  took  part  in  the  ser- 
vices at  the  house :  Revs.  W.  R.  Wieand  and  Gingerich ; 
in  church  Rev.  W.  G.  Menning  announced  the  German 
hymn:  "Christus  ist  mein  Leben."  Rev.  G.  J.  Martz 
offered  German  prayer.  Rev.  E.  S.  Henry,  President 
of  Synod,  read  the  Scripture  lesson  (Psalms  23 :  and 
part  of  St.  John  14:)  and  made  a  few  appropriate  re- 
marks concerning  the  deceased's  relations  to  conference 
and  synod.  Then  Rev.  J.  M.  Dietzler  preached  an 
appropriate  German  discourse  from  Genesis  24  :  56,  and 
he  was  followed  with  an  English  sermon,  delivered  by 
Rev.  Dr.  Reinmund  of  Lebanon,  from  Revelation  14  : 
13.  Rev.  C.  Haman  of  Reading  offered  prayer  in  Eng- 
lish and  Rev.  Prof.  A.  R.  Home  of  the  Keystone  State 
Normal  School  announced  the  hymn,  "  I  would  not  live 
alway."  At  the  grave  Rev.  W.  I.  Cutter  officiated. 
He  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  neat  little  Lyons  Cemc-ter}', 
which  he  himself  was  instrumental  in  purchasing  and 
consecrating  for  this  sacred  purpose.  There  is  scarcely 
a  soul  who  knew  him  in  life,  despite  the  storms  of  jire- 
judice  and  fierce  opposition  and  misrepresentations  which 
his  preaching  evoked  among  the  worldly  and  skeptical, 
but,  should  he  pass  this  spot,  would  stop  to  drop  a  tear 
of  honest  affection  for  that  noble  life  that  marble  stone 
chronicles. 

His  life  was  itself  inoffensive,  but  the  earnestness  of 
bis  preaching  was  too  searching   for   the   friend  of  this 
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I  world  and  so  laid  hare  the  carnal  life  that  he  was  never 

I  ■  without  his  enemies.     But  he  was  withal  most  popular. 

,    He  everywhere  had  hosts  of  friends,  and  never  lacked 
an  audience  when  he  opened   his  mouth  to  teach  the 
;  gospel.     But  it  was  in  the  domestic  relation  that  he  was 

most  happy.  Seldom  was  there  a  son  or  brother  that 
was  more  beloved.  Many  are  the  occasions  that  the 
writer  remembers  when  his  parents  would  so  arrange 
their  work  as  to  better  receive  and  entertain  him  on  his 
■visit  home.  His  younger  brothers  and  sisters  were 
known  to  count  the  days  and  nights  intervening  till  his 
"coming  home"  day  came;  and  then  watch  for  hours 
for  the  familiar  horse  and  buggy  coming  down  the  near- 
est hill.  When  he  first  left  home  for  school  his  mother 
could  scarcely  bear  the  thought  of  his  separation  from 
her,  and  as  often  as  he  left  afterward,  for  another  term 
at  school,  she  could  be  seen  all  day  long  with  tears  in 
her  eyes,  and  standing  somewhere  in  lost  and  silent 
reverie.  Who  can  tell  what  silent  prayers  stole  forth 
from  her  anxious  mother  heart  to  the  Throne  of  God 
I  for  the  safety  and  success  of  her  dutiful  boy  ?     Happy 

is  that  son,  who,  while  preparing  for  life's  duties,  has  a 
mother  at  home  that  prays  God's  blessing  upon  him ! 
His  own  family,  to  which   he   was  uniiuly  attached, 
'■  follows.     He  was  married  on  April  23,  1807,  to  Miss 

Alice  C.  Trexler,  second  daughter  of  Dr.  Lesher  and 
Elmina  (Shindle)  Trexler,  of  Long  Swamp,  Berks 
County,  Pa.,  the  bride's  uncle,  Rev.  E.  W.  Hutter, 
D.  D.,  of  Philadelphia,  performing  the  ceremony.  They 
lived  beautirully  in  the  village  of  Lyons  all  llieir  mar- 
ried life,  in  a  house  of  their  own. 
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THEIR  CHILDREN. 

1.  Eaty  Elmina.  Born  April  9,  1868.  Baptized  June 
1,  1868,  by  Dr.  E.  W.  Hutter.  Lived  at  home  until 
after  her  father's  death,  attending  the  schools  at  Lyons. 
After  her  father's  death  grandmother  Trexler  adopted 
her,  living  at  Lyons  until  1882,  when  they  removed  to 
Allentown,  where  she  continued  to  attend  school.  Con- 
firmed as  member  of  St.  Paul's  Lutheran  Church,  Rev. 
C.  E.  Hay,  pastor,  March  23,  1883.  Married  August  2, 
1885,  to  Mr.  George  Bittner,  of  Allentown,  Rev.  Hay 
oflSciating.     They  live  at  Allentown. 

2.  Luther  Trexler.  Born  January  5, 1870.  Baptized 
by  Rev.  S.  Domer,  D.  D.,  February  28, 1870.  Attended 
school  at  Lyons.  Since  his  father's  death,  he  spent  the 
first  few  summers  with  his  grandparents  Croll,  lived 
with  his  uncle  and  aunt,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  0.  C.  Rolirbach, 
served  a  few  months  on  a  truck-farm  in  Delaware, 
clerked  in  a  general  store  for  his  uncle,  Mr.  Reno,  and 
since  February  1,  1887,  attends  a  school  at  East6n,  Pa. 
He  was  confirmed  at  Lj'ons  by  Rev.  J.  A.  Singmaster, 
March  25,  1883. 

3.  Ella  Shindle.  Born  July  1,  18T1.  Baptized  Au- 
gust 22,  1871,  by  Rev.  G.  J.  Martz.  Lived  at  home  and 
attended  school  at  liyons  till  she  was  ten  years'  old, 
when  her  uncle,  Martin  S.  Croll,  adopted  her  into  his 
family,  where  she  has  attended  school  and  grown  into 
young  maidenhood.  She  was  confirmed  as  a  member  of 
the  Lutheran  Cliuich  by  Rev.  O.  Leopold,  in  the  fall  of 
18SI).  at  'lie  Ziegels  Churcii.  She  is  now  attending  the 
Allentown  Fe/nale  Academy. 

4.  E'lwin  Il'illrr.  15<)rn  January  24,  1874.  Baptized 
l>y  Rev.  J.  -M.  Dictzkr,  .January   30,  1874.     Died    Sep- 
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tember  23,  1876,  and  buried  by  the  side  of  his  father  on 
the  27tb,  Rev.  Dietzler  officiating — speaking  from  the 
text :  John  6  :  53. 

5.  Amelia  Rebecca.  Born  February  18,  1875.  Bap- 
tized by  Rev.  "W.  I.  Cutter,  March  29,  1875.  Died  of 
cholera  infantum  September  26,  1875,  and  was  buried  a 
few  days  later.  Revs.  Cutter  and  Dietzler  officiating. 
Text  at  funeral :  Matt.  19  :  14. 

6.  Alfred  DeLong.  This  posthumous  child  was  born 
August  7,  1876.  Baptized  by  Rev.  J.  A.  Singmaster, 
September  1,  1876.  Died  October  23,  1876,  and  was 
buried  on  the  26th,  Rev.  Singmaster  officiating,  speak- 
ing on  text :  Zach.  14:8. 

I  take  pleasure  in  now  introducing  another,  whose 
facile  pen  has,  in  the  following  sketch  and  estimate  of 
the  subject's  life,  so  ably  and  appropriately  drawn  this 
side-view  picture. 


SKETCH  OF  REV.  A.  D.  CROLL, 

—  BY  — 

Rev.  J.  A.  Singmaster,  A.  M. 


IT  cannot  he  claimed  for  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
that  he  was  eminent  for  theological  attainment 
or  that  he  contributed  aught  to  the  science  of  oar 
holy  religion ;  and  yet  there  was  something  more  than 
ordinary  in  his  short  but  noble  and  fruitful  life.  Those 
who  knew  and  loved  him  best  feel  a  concern  that 
his  memory  be  enshrined  in  the  pages  of  a  brief  memoir. 
It  is  not  proposed  to  enter  into  the  particulars  of  his 
early,  uneventful  life.  He  was  born  in  Albany  Town- 
ship, Berks  County,  Pa.,  June  25,  1838,  the  first  in  a 
family  of  eight  children,  of  respectable  parents — John 
and  Catharine  Croll.  His  boyhood  was  spent  in  doing 
light  work  during  the  summer  and  attending  public 
school  during  the  winter.  He  seems  to  have  been  a 
dutiful  and  loving  son,  as  well  as  a  diligent  and  preco- 
cious pupil.  His  fondness  for  books  was  early  mani- 
fested in  exhausting  the  home  library  and  seizing  with 
avidity  all  reading  matter  within  his  reach.  Those  qual- 
ities of  heart  and  mind,  which  later  stood  him  in  good 
stead,  such  as  conscientiouness,  sympathy,  amiability, 
aptness  and  fluency,  were  apparent  in  boyhood.  So,  too, 
his  desire  to  become  a  minister  w.as  the  one  cherished 
thought  and  ambition  of  his  youthful  days. 

In   March,  1855,  he  was  received  into  the  Lutheran 
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church  by  the  rite  of  confirmation,  though,  as  he  after- 
ward confessed,  without  a  change  of  heart  or  an  adquate 
apprehension  of  the  step.  While  still  a  lad  he  became 
a  valued  country  schoolmaster  and  a  welcome  contribu- 
tor to  county  newspapers.  In  1857,  with  the  joy  and 
devotion  of  a  religious  pilgrim,  we  find  him  on  the  way 
to  Reading  to  attend  an  academy.  During  the  next  two 
years  he  pursued  his  studies  at  Freeland  Seminary  in 
j  Montgomery  county. 

I  In  the  fall  of  1860  he  entered  the  Theological  Semi- 

!  nary   at  Gettysburg,  without   having  taken  a  college 

course,  but  with  a  thorough  academic  training.  His 
subsequent  encouragement  of  young  men  to  take  a  full 
course  proves  that  he  did  not  undervalue  collegiate  edu- 
cation. He  remained  at  Seminary  two  years,  the  full 
course  then,  graduating  in  1862.  His  experience  at 
Seminary  was  of  great  and  precious  moment.  Not  only 
did  he  receive  the  training  and  stimulus,  incident  to 
study  under  the  direction  of  learned  and  saintly  men, 
but  for  the  first  time  in  his  life  did  he  attain  the  full 
assurance  of  faith  and  acceptance  with  God.  It  is  ordi- 
narily presumed  that  conversion  should  precede  entrance 
upon  theological  study  with  a  view  to  the  ministry  ;  but 
alas  I  Mr.  Croll's  case  is  not  exceptional.  The  suspicion 
of  a  dishonest  or  worldly  motive,  however,  does  not  at- 
tach itself  for  a  single  moment  to  him.  We  are  reminded 
rather  of  the  low  spiritual  status  prevalent  in  numerous 
large  congregations. 

He  was  licensed  to  preach  the  gospel  in  September, 
1862,  by  the  West  Pennsylvania  Synod  of  the  Evangel- 
ical Lutheran  Church,  at  Shippensburg.  Returning  to 
his   home  he  frequently  assisted   neighboring  pastors. 
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In  the  course  of  sevenil  months  he  received  and  ac- 
cepted a  call  to  the  pastorate  of  a  country  charge  in 
Berks  County,  consisting  of  six  large  congregations 
known  as  the  Lobachsville,  De  Long,  St.  Peter,  Here- 
ford, Longswamp  and  Hill  Churches.  On  the  3rd  of 
June,  1863,  he  was  ordained  at  Reading  by  the  Minis- 
terium  of  Pennsylvania,  to  which  body  his  churches 
adhered. 

The  beginning  of  his  pastorate  marks  an  era  in  these 
churches.  There  was  an  immediate  and  universal 
awakening  of  interest  and  life.  Crowds,  beyond  the 
capacity  of  the  churches,  attended  his  ministry.  His 
sermons  became  the  topic  of  common,  week-day  conver- 
sation. It  was  not  the  eloquence  of  the  preacher  nor 
mere  novelty  that  occasioned  the  impression  upon  the 
people.  His  preaching  was  to  them  a  revelation  of  a 
higher  standard  of  spirituality,  as  his  life  was  the  evi- 
dent manifestation  of  an  effort  toward  its  attainments. 
The  one  great  theme  of  his  preaching,  as  it  must  needs 
have  been  to  judge  from  its  effects,  was  Christ  and  Him 
crucified. 

His  influence  was  greatly  heightened  by  the  charm  of 
his  personal  intercourse.  Avoiding  the  dangerous  ex- 
tremes of  a  cold  reserve  and  of  an  unguarded  freedom 
so  tempting  to  many,  he  yet  maintained  his  dignity 
while  enjoying  the  most  intimate  fellowship  and  confi- 
dence of  his  people.  The  indiflerence,  whether  real  or 
seeming,  which  so  often  exists  and  which  is  partly  inci- 
dent to  a  pastorate  over  congregations  scattered  over 
miles  of  territory,  was  never  laid  to  his  charge.  The 
amiability  of  his  bearing  toward  all  classes  and  his  evi- 
dent interest  in  his  work  made  hiui  hosts  of  friends, 
even  outside  of  liis  flock. 
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The  amount  of  labor  which  he  performed  from  first 
to  last  was  prodigious  ami  entirely  bejond  the  strength 
of  his  by  no  means  rugged  constitution  and  slight 
frame.  As  a  sample  of  what  he  was  continually  doino- 
an  extract  from  his  diary  will  suflice.  In  the  month  of 
January,  1864,  he  preached  eighteen  times,  baptized 
thirteen  infants,  attended  thirteen  funerals,  delivered 
five  catechetical  lectures,  taught  three  Bible  classes,  made 
a  number  of  pastoral  visits  and  traveled  240  miles  by 
carriage  in  the  performance  of  these  duties. 

For  five  years  Mr.  CroU  continued  the  faithful  and 
popular  pastor  of  this  large  field.     Calls  to  more  invit- 
I  ing  and  prominent  churches  could  not  tempt  him  from 

I»  his  important  work.     He  even  j-ielded  to  the  importu- 

nity of  several  other  neighboring  churches  and  served 
i  them  as  his  time  would  permit.     During  these  years  his 

cherished  object  was  a  higher  standard  of  piety  among 
j  his  churches — a  more   real  and  less  formal  profession 

I  of    religion.     Being   an   advocate    of    prayer-meetings, 

j  and  a  firm  believer  in  the  utility  and   scripturality  of 

j  "  revivals  "  he  labored  to  introduce  the  former  and  to 

■  promote  the  latter.     As  far  as  the  writer  knows  none  of 

'■  the  churches  which  he  then  served  had  ever  had  a  con- 

gregational prayer-meeting. 

In  the  meantime  Pastor  CroU  found  his  connection 
with  the  Ministerium  growing  less  congenial.  He  found 
little,  if  any,  sympathy  with  his  ideas  in  his  ministeral 
brethren.  They  were  opposed,  if  not  to  the  fact  of  more 
earnest  and  extraordinary  efforts,  at  least  to  the  method. 
They  dreaded  the  consequences  of  his  proposed  course 
and  feared  evil  results  from  the  stricter  discipline  which 
he  advocated.     He  could  not  countenance  what  he  con- 
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sidered  their  sinful  indifference  to  the  highest  welfare  of 
the  flock  of  God.  Moreover,  some  phases  of  doctrine 
■which  he  thought  they  preached,  he  utterly  repudiated. 
He  therefore  concluded  to  transfer  his  synodical  mem- 
bership to  the  East  Pennsylvania  Synod  of  the  General 
Synod.  Whether  this  was  a  wise  and  necessary  step 
may  be  questionable  with  some ;  to  him  it  was  not.  He 
longed  for  a  less  rigid  type  of  Lutheranism  and  for 
that  greater  freedom  of  action  which  the  name  of  Luther 
guarantees. 

He  apparently  anticipated  no  difficulty  in  securing  a 
letter  of  honorable  dismission  from  the  President  of  the 
Ministerium;  but  in  this  he  was  of  course  disappointed. 
After  frankly  stating  his  proposed  course  in  a  letter  to 
the  president,  that  official  decided  to  refer  his  request 
to  the  Ministerium  at  its  next  meeting.  However  hon- 
orable Mr.  Croll  was  in  all  his  doings,  looking  at  the 
matter  from  the  stand  point  of  the  Ministerium  we  are 
not  surprised  that  it  was  unwilling  to  lose  an  import- 
ant charge  without  making  strenuous  efforts  to  retain  it. 
Mr.  Croll's  plan  was  to  state  the  whole  matter  to  his 
churches.  He  was  to  resign  and  then  to  allow  the  con- 
gregations the  privilege  of  deciding  their  synodical  and 
pastoral  relations  by  vote.  In  pursuance  of  this  plan 
he  resigned  in  the  latter  part  of  March,  1868.  But  the 
proposed  voting  never  took  place,  having  been  frus- 
trated by  the  opposition  of  his  enemies  and  a  commit- 
tee of  the  Ministerium. 

Whether  under  other  circumstances  Mr.  Croll  would 
have  received  a  letter  of  honorable  dismission,  to  which 
he  was  undoubtedly  entitled,  the  writer  knows  not.  But 
the  President  of  the  Ministerium,  with  some  show  of 
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reason,  refused  Mr.  Croll's  request  because  he  charged 
the  Ministerium  with  holding  the  Romish  doctrine  of 
the  efficacy  of  the  sacraments  as  an  opus  operatum.  The 
President  protested,  denying  that  the  Lutheran  Church 
cherished  such  views.  Mr.  CroU  was  technically,  at 
least,  in  error.  He  probably  meant  to  say  that  such 
teachings  were  practically  promulgated  by  many  of  the 
individual  pastors  of  the  Ministerium  with  whom  he 
came  in  contact. 

The  committee  to  whom  his  request  was  referred  by 
the  Ministerium  at  its  next  meeting,  in  a  somewhat 
caustic  report, declined  to  recommend  his  dismissal.  The 
whole  matter  was  finally  committed  for  final  action  to  a 
District  Conference,  of  whose  action  the  writer  is  not 
aware.  Suffice  it  to  say  that  he  was  received  without  a 
letter  into  the  East  Pennsylvania  Synod  of  the  General 
Synod,  in  September  of  the  same  year. 

mS    NEW    CHAROK. 

None  of  his  old  congregations  accompanied  Mr.  CroU 
in  his  departure  from  the  Ministerium,  yet  many  indi- 
vidual members  followed  him  into  the  new  organizations 
which  were  soon  effected.  He  reported  above  two  hun- 
dred members  at  the  time  of  his  reception  into  the  East 
Pennsylvania  Synod.  His  new  charge,  after  several 
changes,  consisted  of  congregations  at  Lyons  Station, 
Pleasantville  and  Mohrsville,  in  Berks  County,  and  at 
Macungie  and  Upper  Milford  in  Lehigh  County.  These 
five  churches  were  known  as  the  Lyons  Charge.  These 
were  all  newly  organized  churches,  excepting  the  one  at 
Mohrsville,  which  occupied  an  edi^e  conjointly  with 
the  Reformed. 
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Unfortunately  these  churches  are  widely  separated, 
not  less  than  twenty-five  miles  interrening  between  the 
extremes.  Moreover  the  membership  was  scattered 
over  a  large  territory,  making  the  field  exceedingl}'  la- 
borious. In  addition  to  the  regular  services  and  pas- 
toral visitation,  he  conducted  many  special  religious 
meetings,  often  in  overcrowded  and  badl}'  ventilated 
rooms.  All  this,  together  with  the  constant  strain  inci- 
dent to  the  prevalent  religious  interest,  laid  heavy  bur- 
dens on  the  pastor's  body,  mind  and  heart. 

REVIVALS. 

It  will  not  be  questioned  when  we  remark  that  Mr. 
Croll's  five  years  of  consecrated  labor  wrought  a  won- 
drous change  in  his  first  charge.  Indifl'erence  and  for- 
malism gave  way  to  earnest  inquiry  under  the  mighty 
impulse  of  his  teaching  and  life.  Everywhere  through- 
out his  large  field  the  people  manifested  an  unwonted 
hunger  for  the  gospel.  His  plain  and  searching  preach- 
ing startled  many  a  heart  to  the  consciousness  of  a  great 
need. 

Each  year  hastened  the  vintage ;  but  the  new  wine 
was  not  to  be  holden  in  the  old  bottles.  The  routine 
of  a  monthly  or  fortnightly  service,  of  formal  rites  and 
ordinances  and  of  a  prayerless  profession,  were  utterly 
inadequate  to  containg  the  awakcnin  life.  But  the 
pastor's  synodical  relations  were  peculiarly  embarrass- 
ing, knowing  that  "revivals"  were  discountenanced  by 
his  clerical  brethren.  It  was,  therefore,  not  until  he  had 
asked  for  a  dismissal  from  the  Ministerium,  that  he  felt 
at  liberty  to  employ  what  has  been  stigmatized  as 
"new  measures." 
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The  immediate  effects  of  this  latter  step  were  diverse; 
some  believed,  others  mocked  and  followed  no  more 
with  him.  But  he  had  counted  the  cost,  and  ever  after- 
ward believed  that  events,  prior  and  subsequent,  not 
only  justified  but  demanded  the  course  which  he  had 
taken.  Certain  it  is,  that  this  course  inspired  many 
■with  confidence  in  a  man  who,  for  the  sake  of  his  own 
conscience  and  their  salvation,  could  brave  scorn  and 
endure  hardship.  Soon  there  was  a  veritable  realization 
of  Ezekiel's  vision  of  the  valley  of  dry  bones.  There 
was  a  great  and  spontaneous  uprising  of  souls  seekino- 
the  new  life.  Large  communities  were  moved  with 
power.  Without  exaggeration,  hundreds  were  converted 
and  thousands  were  more  or  less  affected  within  the 
period  of  a  few  years.  Xo  revival  of  such  magnitude 
had  ever  been  experienced  in  that  section  of  the  country. 
The  movement  partook  on  a  smaller  scale  of  many  of 
the  characteristics  of  the  great  revival  in  New  England 
in  the  time  of  Edwards. 

In  the  promotion  of  revivals,  Mr.  CroU  never  resorted 
to  sensational  or  unworthy  methods.  The  means  em- 
ployed were  pre  eminently  the  Holy  Scriptures.  That 
there  was  at  times  considerable  excitement  none  will 
deny  and  the  thoughtful  will  not  wonder  at.  There  were 
happenings  which  are  to  be  regretted,  and  which  no  one 
deplored  more  than  the  pastor.  But  these  were  mere 
flaws  which  were  insignificant  in  comparison  with  the 
good  accomplished.  Like  the  Pharisees  of  old  there 
were,  of  course,  many  who  strained  at  the  gnat  in  a 
living  cliiirch  and  swallowed  the  camel  of  a  dead 
orthodox  V. 


1 
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BUILDING  CHURCHES,  ETC.  j 

After  the  ingathering  of  so  large  a  harvest,  its  pres- 
ervation and  development  was  the  chief  duty,  though  j 
several   quite   extensive   revivals  followed.     Within   a 
year  after  Mr.  Croll's  synodical  change  the  Macungie  and  * 
Lyons  congregations  had  each  begun  the  erection  of  a 
commodious  brick  church.    The  Pleasantville  congrega- 
tion worshiped  in  a  hall  until  after  his  death;  but  a  new  j 
congregation,  known  as  Salem,  colonized  from  Macungie 
and  erected  a  substantial  stone  church  in  1873.     In  spite 
of  the  proselytism  of  several  sects  the  number  of  mem- 
bers increased  steadily  from  200,  reported  in  the  minutes 
of  1868,  to  335,  reported  in  1875.     The  amount  of  the 
benevolent   contributions   was  almost  phenomenal  for 
that  region,  reaching  as  high  as  $400  per  annum,  being  j 
fully  ten  times  as  much  per  member  as  the  old  congrega- 
tions gave.     In  other  directions  the  churches  were   de- 
veloped in  the  line  of  lay-work,  on  the  exercise  of  dis- 
cipline and  in  the  cultivation  of  home  religion.     There                 t 
was  scarcely  a  member  who  declined  to  lead   in  public 
prayer  and  but  few  houses  where  there  was  not  a  family 
altar. 

THE    CLOSING    LABORS. 

The  prodigious  labors  of  Mr.  CroU  soon  began  to  tell 
on  his  health,  which  was  never  vigorous.  Even  while 
at  seminary,  he  records  his  physical  infirmities  in  his 
diary.  Each  year  added  to  his  burdens  and  his  weak- 
ness. Rest  was  imperative,  but  he  either  failed  to  ai> 
prehend  the  fact  or,  what  is  more  probable,  did  not  see 
his  way  clear  to  take  it.  With  the  exception  of  a  few 
brief  vacations  lie  kept  stcadih'  at  work,  and  witli  the 
occasional   liflii  ul"  liis    Noiing  mrnilicis   wlio  witc  stu- 


THE   WEDDINO   RING.  63 

dents  for  the  ministry  he  dragged  painfully  through  the 
round  of  duty  until  the  spring  of  ISTB,  when  he  was 
compelled  to  suspend  his  labors  altogether.  Lingering 
until  the  19th  of  June,  his  sufferings  culminated  in 
death,  the  apparent  cause  of  which  was  bronchial  con- 
sumption. His  life  ended  in  hope.  Among  his  last  ut- 
terances were  the  triumphant  words,  "Is  this  dying? 
No.  Sweet  living."  He  was  within  six  days  of  38  years 
of  age,  fourteen  of  which  he  had  spent  in  the  ministry. 
He  left  a  devoted  wife,  Alice,  the  daughter  of  Dr. 
Lescher  Trexler,  to  whom  he  had  been  married  about 
ten  years,  and  four  children,  two  having  preceded  him 
to  Heaven. 

PERSONAL   CHARACTERISTICS. 

Thus  far  we  have  dwelt  principally  on  the  work;  now 
we  will  look  at  the  man.  In  stature  rather  below  than 
above  medium  size,  with  a  wealth  of  brown  waving 
hair,  blue  eyes,  a  prominent  forehead,  a  luminous  coun- 
tenance, and  an  earnest  mien,  he  was  a  man  to  attract 
attention  but  not  to  inspire  awe.  He  had  a  pleasant 
voice,  affable  manners  and  an  amiable  disposition.  There 
were  no  clouds  on  his  brow  nor  mysterious  purposes 
lingering  in  his  look.  There  is  nothing  to  explain 
about  him.  His  friends  knew  him;  his  soul  was  plainly 
mirrored  in  his  life. 

His  enemies  could  not  deny  that  he  was  a  good  man. 
His  whole  life  was  one  of  beautiful  devotion  to  his 
Master.  Its  grand  fidelity  to  trtith  and  conscience, 
amid  manifold  temptation,  has  become  a  perennial  in- 
spiration to  more  than  one  of  his  converts.  He  seemed 
to  neglect  no  reiiuirement  of  the  gospel.  His  was  a 
sanclilicd  soul.     No  vituperation  however  bitter  nor  a.s- 


64  THE   CROIiL    FAMILY. 

sault  however  sudden  betraj'ed  him  into  uttering  an 
unkind  or  angry  word.  No  complaint  on  account  of 
personal  hardship  ever  escaped  his  lips. 

He  was  a  mystic,  ardent  in  his  devotion,  given  to 
meditation,  loving  to  sit  at  Jesus'  feet.  His  diary 
abounds  in  entries  recording  his  dependence  on  God  and 
his  fervent  enjoyment  of  divine  fellowship.  There  was 
nothing  spasmodic  in  his  piety,  no  extraordinary'  spirit- 
ual elation  followed  by  darkness  and  depression.  If  he 
was  ever  despondent,  it  was  unknown  to  his  best  friends. 
He  was  consistent  throughout  his  entire  career,  main- 
taining the  same  exalted  standard. 

Unconscious  self-sacrifice  was  a  distinguished  trait  of 
his  character.  He  always  worked  bej'ond  his  strength 
in  serving  others.  When  calls  camS  to  easier  and  more 
lucrative  positions,  his  sense  of  duty  bound  him  to  his 
field.  And  when  lie  was  impelled  to  leave  the  Mother 
Synod  with  all  its  associations,  relinquishing  a  devoted 
charge  and  a  good  living,  with  a  full  knowledge  of  all 
the  attendant  hardships,  he  manifested  moral  heroism 
worthy  of  the  Scotch  Dissenters  when  they  left  the 
Established  Church.  He  was  never  heard  to  boast  of 
his  work  as  though  he  had  done  some  great  thing.  All 
his  actions  were  in  the  line  of  plain  duty,  as  he  under- 
stood it,  and  therefore  performed  without  any  view  to 
self-glorification. 

Of  tlie  tenderness  of  his  conscience  there  are  m.any 
evidences  in  his  diary  and  in  his  life.  He  never  allowed 
himself  to  be  engaged  in  trilling  conversation  or  amuse- 
ments. In  his  pastoral  relations  he  was  exceedingly 
faithful  in  warning  ami  rt'proving,  and  careful  in  his 
admissions  to  clnirch  niciiilicr>hi[). 
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The  unwonted  benevolence  of  his  congregation  was 
but  the  evidence  of  his  own.  He  records  the  solemn 
dedication  of  his  house  to  God,  and  vows  to  give  not 
less  than  lifty  dollars  a  year  to  the  Lord.  In  his  last 
will,  out  of  his  limited  estate,  he  bequeathed  twenty-five 
dollars  to  the  Seminary  at  Gettysburg. 

AS    PASTOR. 

As  a  pastor  Mr.  Croll  was  a  true  Seel-Sorger — guardian 
of  souls.  He  was  on  terms  of  most  intimate  fellow- 
ship with  all  his  members.  His  pastoral  visits  were  no 
formal  calls  in  the  discharge  of  an  irksome  duty. 
They  were  seasons  of  delightful  communion.  The  in- 
terests of  the  Redeemer's  Kingdom  required  no  awk- 
ward introduction,  but  were  the  common  and  expected 
theme  of  conversation.  It  is  safe  to  say  that  there  was 
no  home  in  his  congregations  where  his  voice  had  not 
been  heard  in  prayer.  He  excelled  in  private  and  per- 
sonal appeal  and  work  for  souls  ;  undaunted  by  fear  of 
rebuff  or  hopelessness,  he  urged  the  Master's  claims 
upon  everyone  within  the  sphere  of  his  labors.  His 
presence  carried  cheer  into  the  sick-room  and  comfort 
to  the  house  of  bereavement.  Indeed,  he  was  a  model 
pastor.  Fault  has  been  found  with  his  methods  as 
a  preacher,  but  his  pastoral  intercourse  is  beyond  criti- 
cism. He  never  marred  his  great  influence  in  the  pul- 
pit by  injudicious  or  unministerial  conduct  or  con- 
verse. After  years  of  intimate  friendship  and  associa- 
tions, the  writer  does  not  recall  a  single  instance  of  an 
indulgence  in  word  or  deed  that  lowered  him  in  his 
esteem. 
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A3    PREACHER. 

As  a  preacher,'Mr.  Croll,  under  other  circumstances, 
might  have  become  famous.  He  was  a  "  born  preacher." 
He  could  have  been  nothing  else  so  well.  There  was  no 
suspicion  of  a  mistake  about  his  calling.  Providence 
had  fitted  him  for  his  sphere.  Gifted  with  fluency  of 
speech  and  a  clear,  ringing  voice,  he  had  already  the 
natural  passports  to  the  attention.  Add  to  this  a  clear 
insight  into  human  nature,  a  correct  apprehension  of 
Scripture,  a  deep  consecration  to  his  work,  an  ardent 
enthusiasm  in  its  prosecution  and  undefinable  magnetism 
in  his  speech  and  you  have  a  man  of  power. 

Throughout  the  entire  service  he  had  the  earnest  air 
of  a  man  who  was  "about  his  Father's  business."  Even 
the  lining  out  of  the  hymn  was  impressive.  The  text 
was  never  fanciful,  but  always  bore  on  the  great  central 
doctrines  of  redemption,  and  as  he  proceeded  in  explain- 
ing and  illustrating,  the  truth  became  luminous  to  every 
mind.  There  is  nothing  erudite,  for  he  was  not  highly 
cultured.  There  is  no  trickery  of  thought  or  language, 
nothing  to  divert  attention  from  the  subject  to  the 
speaker.  The  truth  seems  to  have  got  hold  on  him  and 
sweeps  him  along  on  its  mighty  current  quite  uncon- 
scious of  himself.  The  congregation  catches  the  inspi- 
ration, and  is  borne  with  him  to  look  with  tears  upon 
the  bleeding  Lamb,  or  to  stand  awed  aud  trembling  be- 
fore the  bar  of  God. 

It  was  true  of  him  in  his  best  moods,  what  has  hap- 
pened to  great  orators  on  rare  occasions,  that  men  in 
the  audience  would  be  so  carried  awa}'  that  thoy  would 
rise  unconsciously  to  their  feet  as  ho  spoke. 

It  may  be  asked  why  so  remarkable  a  preacher  was  so 
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little  known.  The  answer  is  easy.  He  was  early  dis- 
abled and  died  young.  Moreover,  he  was  a  country 
pastor  without  ambition  for  place,  and  preached  almost 
exclusively  in  the  German  language,  using  a  diction 
conformed  to  the  understanding  of  plain  people.  That 
his  preaching  was  effective,  a  multitude  of  conversions 
will  testify.  That  it  was  not  ephemeral,  may  be  judged 
from  the  abiding  memory  of  many  of  his  sayings. 
;  Humanly  speaking,  it  is  a  source  of  regret  that  his  en- 

t  dowments  did  not  receive  the  most  liberal  cultivation, 

a  much  wider  spread  and  a  much  longer  period  for  their 
exercise;  yet  nowhere,  it  must  be  acknowledged,  could 
he  have  been  more  grandly  useful. 

SECRET    OF    SUCCESS. 

It  is  a  common  inquiry  after  a  remarkable  life.  What 
was  the  secret  of  its  success?  In  this  case  the  answer  is 
not  difficult.  In  the  first  place,  he  was  peculiarly 
adapted  for  his  work,  humble,  patient,  tireless.  Then 
too  his  calling  was  to  him,  as  it  ought  to  be  to  every 
minister,  the  noblest,  most  exalted  among  men.  He 
magnified  his  oflSce.  He  cheerfully  spent  and  was  spent 
in  its  service.  Moreover,  he  kept  the  fire  of  his  own 
piety  glowing  by  a  constant  communion  with  heaven, 
thus  insuring  the  example  of  a  godly  life  and  an  unction 
to  his  work. 

But  has  this  man  no  faults  and  failings?  He  would 
not  have  been  human,  had  there  been  none.  His  char- 
acter as  a  man  and  as  a  Christian  was  above  reproach. 
He  had  attained  such  self-control  that  many  of  the  ordi- 
nary failings  in  temper  to  which  most  men  must  plead 
guilty  seemed  to  have  no  place  in  him.     In  reference  to 
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his  oflScial  acts  as  a  minister,  especially  in  his  relations 
to  other  churches,  it  may  be  granted  that  they  were  not 
always  wise.  He  ma}'  be  justly  charged  with  too  great 
indifierence  to  things,  which,  though  unessential  in  them- 
selves were  yet  important  in  their  influence.  His  abound- 
ing charity,  no  doubt,  occasionally  warped  his  judgment. 
Perhaps  he  was  too  sanguine  in  his  expectations  of  the 
possibilities  of  human  nature  and  thus  aimed  at  an 
ideal  congregation  which  can  only  be  realized  in  the 
church  of  the  first-born  above.  Whatever  his  weak- 
nesses or  failings  may  have  been,  we  unhesitatingly  de- 
clare that  they  were  "  of  the  head  and  not  of  the  heart," 
and  were  negative,  rather  than  positive. 

SUMMARY. 

Making  the  fullest  allowance  for  his  imperfections, his 
short  life  nevertheless  is  full  of  manly  courage,  en- 
deavor and  achievement.  It  was  meet  that  such  an 
one  as  he  should  arise  then  and  there  to  protest  in  the 
name  of  the  Master  against  a  formalism  that  had  laid 
its  icy  hand  upon  the  heart  of  the  church  and  had  par- 
alyzed all  activity.  To  measure  his  power  and  life-work 
by  the  present  status  of  his  churches  would  do  him  grave 
injustice.  Should  every  one  of  them  crumble  into  decay 
it  would  not  alter  the  fact  that  his  life  was  a  grand  and 
potent  influence  that  lives  to  day  in  large  communities 
in  the  fuller  recognition  of  Jesus,  and  a  renewed  reali- 
zation of  the  Scriptural  Reformation  doctrine  of  ''Just- 
ification by  Faith." 

As  a  summary  of  his  apparent  life-work  we  may  men- 
tion:  1.  The  conversion  of  hundreds  of  souls;  2.  The 
founding  of  churches;  3.  The  development  of  Christian 
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character;  4.  The  instrumentality  in  sending  eight  or 
nine  men  into  the  ministry;  5.  A  large  influence  for 
good  on  the  surrounding  community.  In  tiiese  days 
when  the  candidates  for  the  ministry  fall  far  short  of 
the  demand,  the  ease  of  this  pastor  is  worth}'  of  notice. 
Though  his  tongue  is  hushed,  he  still  speaks  through 
the  lips  of  his  younger  brethren,  who,  by  the  grace  of 
God,  are  ministers  through  his  instrumentality.  Too 
much  stress  cannot  be  laid  upon  the  last  point  mentioned. 
He  was  a  chosen  vessel  of  God  to  convey  a  new  power 
and  life  into  the  churches  of  a  large  district.  We  be- 
lieve it  to  be  true,  that  even  his  bitterest  foes — clerical 
and  lay — were  stimulated  by  his  work.  Church  attend- 
ance improved  greatly  and  a  spirit  of  inquiry  was  in- 
augurated that  has  outlived  its  promoter.  Though  he 
was  much  misunderstood  and  calumniated,  the  facts  of 
his  work  are  the  most  potent  defence  of  his  motives  and 
appeal  effectually  to  the  admiration  and  countenance  of 
every  unprejudiced  Christian.  Had  his  life  been  worth 
only  the  example  and  inspiration  of  his  piety  and  pur- 
pose it  would  have  been  well;  but  it  was  this  and  much 
more.  The  fruit  of  his  ministry  abounds  beyond  his 
generation,  and  will  multiply  even  when  his  name  shall 
have  been  forgotten. 
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n.  Hiram. 
Hiram,  second  son  of  John  and  Catharine  Croll,  was 
born  in  Masatawny  Township,  Berks  County,  Pa.,  on 
the  11th  day  of  March,  1841.  He  was  baptized  on  the 
16th  of  May  of  the  same  year,  by  Rev.  Isaac  Roeller, 
of  Kutztown,  the  sponsors  being  the  paternal  grand- 
parents. At  the  proper  age  he  accompanied  his  older 
brother  during  the  winter  months  to  pay  school  at  De- 
Long's  school-house,  about  two  miles  from  home.  Dur- 
ing the  summer  months  while  at  home  doing  chores  he 
became  also  boy-assistant  on  the  farm  of  Mr.  Kemp. 
He  was  twelve  years  old  when  he  moved  with  his  parents 
to  Lehigh  County,  where  he  worked  on  his  father's  farm 
in  summer  and  attended  school  at  Schnecksville  in  win- 
ter. During  the  summer  of  1855  he  was  hired  to  Mr. 
David  Kline,  a  farmer  about  two  miles  from  home,  at 
Jordan  Creek.  The  father  building  a  new  b.arn  in  1856, 
he  was  kept  at  home  that  year  except  for  two  months  in 
the  Fall,  when  he  was  hired  to  Mr.  John  Erdman,  a  far- 
mer about  five  miles  east  of  Schnecksville.  In  the  spring 
of  1857  he  was  confirmed  at  the  Unionville  Union 
Church,  as  a  member  of  the  Lutheran  faith,  by  the  pas- 
tor. Rev.  Jeremiah  Shindle,  and  afterward  left  home  to 
spend  the  year  as  hired  help  with  his  uncle,  Henry 
Croll,  at  old  Smithville,  Berks  County,  where  he  had  a 
few  months  of  "  schooling  "  the  following  winter.  The 
year  1858  was  spent  working  at  home  and  with  neigh- 
boring farmers  by  the  da^^attenilinghis  brother's  school 
the  following  winter.  Eight  months  of  the  year  1859 
he  was  hired  to  Mr.  Moses  Heilman,  a  farmer  near  home, 
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and  bad  one  more  session  of  school-life  the  following 
winter,  his  brother  Alfred  being  the  teacher.  In  the 
spring  of  1860  he  was  hired  to  another  farmer  near 
home,  Mr.  Henry  Rockel  by  name,  with  whom  he  re- 
mained over  two  years  ;  but  before  he  left  him,  like 
Jacob  of  old,  he  had  carried  away  one  of  the  farmer's 
daughters  as  his  bride,  marrying  during  the  second  year 
of  his  stay  Adalina  Rockel.  The  ceremony  was  per- 
formed at  the  house  of  the  bride's  parents  by  the  Rev. 
Thomas  Steck,  then  the  Lutheran  pastor.  This  union 
was  blessed  with  seven  children,  two  sons  and  five 
daughters,  named  hereafter  in  the  order  of  their  birth. 
The  young  couple  first  went  to  house-keeping  in 
Schnecksville,  in  the  fall  of  1862.  In  the  followins 
spring  they  moved  into  Mr.  Abraham  Jacob's  tenant 
house,  a  farmer,  about  one  and  a  half  miles  southeast  of 
this  village,  near  Romich's  mill.  Here  they  lived  seven 
years,  he  working  as  farm  hand  all  but  one  winter,  when 
he  worked  in  an  iron-ore  bed.  In  the  fall  of  1863  he  was 
drafted  to  recruit  the  Union  army  for  a  term  of  three 
years,  but  not  being  in  a  condition  to  leave  his  family, 
he  secured  a  substitute  at  a  cost  of  three  hundred 
dollars.  In  the  fall  of  r869  he  bought  his  grandfather 
DeLong's  home  near  Schnecksville,  a  tract  of  about 
twelve  acres  of  land  with  good  buildings,  on  which  he 
moved  in  March,  1870,  and  where  he  is  still  living  with 
his  wife  and  youngest  child.  Besides  the  tilling  of  this 
land,  he  followed  threshing  for  eight  years  with  a 
portable  one-horse  power  machine.  In  1878  he  was 
elected  township  assessor,  re-elected  in  1879,  defeated 
for  same  office  in  1880  by  Joseph  Rabenold.  On  the 
16th  of  June,  1884,  while  working  with  a  gang  of  car- 
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penters  in  roofing  a  wagon  shed  for  Mr.  Israel  Oswald, 
a  timber  broke,  which  caused  him  to  jump  down  twenty 
feet  to  the  ground,  resulting  in  a  triple  fracture  of  his 
right  leg.  This  laid  him  up  for  eight  weeks  and  crippled 
him  for  life,  this  leg  being  considerably  shorter  than  the 
other.  The  assessor  resigning  his  position  that  same 
fall,  the  county  commissioners  appointed  him  to  fill  the 
vacancy,  and  he  was  again  chosen  to  this  office  without 
opposition  in  the  municipal  elections  of  1885  and  1886, 
and  with  opposition  in  1887. 

His  life  has  always  been  decent  and  moral,  but  from 
a  somewhat  spiritual  torpor  of  the  mother  church,  his 
religious  life  grew  indifferent  until  1877,  when,  during  a 
protracted  meeting  in  Schnecksville,  conducted  by  Rev. 
Baker  of  the  Evangelical  Association,  he  became  hope- 
fully converted,  and  has  ever  since  been  a  consistent  and 
active  member  of  that  church. 

THE   CHILDREN. 

1.  Laura  Julian,  born  March  28,  1862.  Baptized  by 
Rev.  T.  Steck.  Sponsors,  maternal  grandparents.  Good 
and  diligent  pupil  at  school.  Taught  a  few  short  terms 
in  Lowhill  Townsliip,  Lehigh  County,  Pa.  Married 
August  6,  1881  to  Edwin  Springer  of  Bowers,  Berks 
County,  near  which  place  they  have  since  lived.  They 
have  four  children  named  Marvin  Aaron  Hiram,  Minnie 
Beulah,  Hattie,  and  Bessie. 

2.  Elmer  Alfred,  born  December  13,  1863.  Baptized 
by  Rev.  A.  D.  CroU.  Sponsors,  the  paternal  grand- 
parents. Earl\-  was  taken  into  his  grandfather  CroU's 
family,  where  he  worked  and  attended  school  till  ho  was 
about  nineteen  years  old.     Learned  miller's  trade  from 
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his  uncle,  0.  C.  Rohrbach  at  Bowers.  Is  now  in  employ 
as  miller  by  Rohrbach  Bros,  and  Katz,  of  Topton  Pa. 
He  is  unmarried. 

3.  Oliver  John,  born  August  23,  1865.  Baptized  by 
Rev.  Joseph  Dubbs,  Sr.  Sponsors,  Martin  S.  CroU  and 
wife.  Worked  at  home  and  among  farmers  until  he  was 
grown  up,  when  he  learned  saddler's  trade  from  Mr.  J. 
Snyder,  of  Saegersville.  He  is  now  following  the  same 
business  for  himself  in  Schneoksville.  Is  unmarried 
and  boards  with  his  parents. 

4.  Maggie  Louisa,  born  May  23,  1868.  Baptized  by 
Rev.  J.  S.  Renninger.  Sponsors,  Samuel  DeLong  and 
wife.  Died  July  3,  1869,  of  summer  complaint.  Buried 
at  Unionville,  Rev.  Renninger  officiating  at  funeral ; 
spoke  from  text  Mark  10:15. 

5.  Minnie  Elmira,  born  April  23,  1870.  Baptized 
by  Rev.  A.  D.  CroU.  Sponsors,  Samuel  DeLong 
and  wife.  Spent  early  years  at  home.  Apt  pupil  at 
school.  Lived  two  years  with  a  neighboring  farmer, 
Mr.  Josiah  Semmel.  In  November,  1886,  came  to  live 
with  her  uncle,  Rev.  P.  C.  CroU,  of  Schuylkill  Haven, 
Pa.,  where  she  is  now  living.  She  was  confirmed  April 
23,  1887,  at  Schuylkill  Haven. 

6.  Carrie  Jerusha,  bom  March  17,  1874.  Baptized 
by  Rev.  A.  D.  CroU.  Sponsors,  Tilghman  J.  Bittner 
and  wife.  Lived  at  home  till  last  two  years.  Is  now 
living  in  the  family  of  Mr.  Ephraim  DeLong,  at  AUen- 
town,  Pa. 

7.  Sadie  Annie,  born  June  27,  1875.  Baptized  by 
Rev.  A.  D.  CroU.  Sponsors,  Silas  6.  CroU  and  wife. 
Has  always  lived  at  home  and  is  now  attending  school, 
and  is  the  mother's  help  at  home. 


ij4  THE   CROLL   FAMILY. 

m.  Martin  Sebaldus. 

This  third  son  of  John  and  Catharine  Croll  was  born 
AiK^ust  19,  1844,  in  the  parents'  Berks  County  home. 
On  the  17th  of  November  of  the  same  year,  the  pastor. 
Rev.  Isaac  Roeller,  baptized  him  when  he  received  the 
above  name,  the  sponsors  being  his  great  uncle  and 
aunt,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Michael  Croll.  At  an  early  age  his 
older  brothers  took  him  along  to  school  and  quite  inter- 
estino'  accounts  are  given  of  his  crying  spells  on  the 
way.  The  distance  being  considerable,  the  roads  rough 
and  the  weather  often  quite  cold,  he  frequently  made 
the  way  more  wearisome  by  his  manifest  disinclination 
to  "o  to  school;  which,  however,  changed  in  after  years 
and  the  pendulum  swung  to  the  other  extreme,  when  he 
was  known  to  have  cried  when  he  was  obliged  to  miss 
a  day  from  school.  He  recalls  the  following  among  his 
teachers  in  Berks  County  :  Messrs.  Joseph  Pike,  James 
Lcidy  and  Jonas  Hoch ;  in  Lehigh  County:  Messrs. 
Benj.  Scheirer,  Charles  Rudy,  his  brother  Alfred,  A.  A. 
Campbell  and  others.  His  summer  months  during  these 
years  were  occupied  with  work  on  his  father's  land  and  as- 
sistintr  neighboring  farmers  by  the  day, especially  during 
the  busy  season  of  harvest  time.  His  father  was  anx- 
ious to  teach  his  boys  his  own  trade  of  tailoring  and 
a^ain  started  in  with  Martin,  but  six  hours  satisfied  him 
that  the  latter  was  never  born  to  be  a  tailor  and  he  dis- 
missed him  to  other  work,  and  the  son  has  never  since 
disputed  the  father's  judgment. 

In  school  Martin  made  rapid  progress  in  his  studies, 
his  favorites  being  orthography  and  mental  arithmetic. 
IIo  was  also  usually  among  those  selected  to  be  the 
dcclaimcrs  on  anniversary  occasions.     This  aptness  to 
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learn  was  further  fed  by  several  terms  of  study  at  the 
Quakertown  Academy — a  normal  and  classical  boarding 
school  under  the  principalship  of  Prof.  A.  R.  Home, 
which  he  attended  in  tlie  early  summers  of  1861-62. 
He  boarded  with  his  uncle,  Michael  Croll,  living  about 
three  miles  away  at  Milford  Square. 

He  was  quite  an  athlete  at  this  time  a  youth  of  un- 
usual strength,  and  many  are  the  reminiscences  of  his 
companions  who  tried  their  strength  with  his  in  wrest- 
ling or  boxing.  The  writer  distinctly  recollects  that  a 
cousin  of  his  was  anxious  to  learn  the  art  of  boxing, 
and  in  less  than  two  minutes  he  had  learned  the  rudi- 
ments, paying  for  the  instruction  with  a  bloody  nose. 
But  he  generally  applied  his  strength  in  doing  some- 
thing more  useful.  In  1860,  while  the  father  and  oldest 
brother  were  engaged  in  taking  census,  he  and  the  rest 
of  the  family  gathered  the  harvest — and  from  the  crad- 
ling of  all  the  grain  the  farm  yielded  that  year,  his  fin- 
gers were  so  strained  that  they  have  ever  since  had  a 
slight  crook  and  stiffness. 

He  was  confirmed  as  a  member  of  the  Lutheran 
Church  at  Unionville,  on  the  10th  of  March,  1861,  and 
has  ever  since  been  devoted  to  this  branch  of  Christ's 
visible  church.  The  pastor  then  was  Rev.  Thomas 
Steck. 

In  the  fall  of  1861  he  was  examined  for  a  teacher's 
certificate  by  Superintendent  T.  Good,  of  Lehigh,  and 
taught  next  winter  what  is  known  as  Wotring's  or  Sand- 
Spring  School.  He  received  as  salary  the  sum  of  two 
and  a  half  cents  per  day  for  each  pupil,  quite  a  sm.all 
remuneration  even  for  a  large  average  attendance.  The 
next  year  Superintendent  Ross  examined  him  and  he 
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taught  the  same  school  in  the  winter  of  1862-63.  While 
his  teaching  was  a  success  and  gave  general  satisfaction, 
he  vet  seemed  to  have  his  heart  more  in  a  life  of  busi- 
ness, and  accordingly  laid  down  the  teacher's  profession 
for  a  clerkship.  On  the  1st  day  of  April,  1863,  he 
stepped  behind  the  counter  of  Mr.  Joseph  Miller,  an  old 
merchant  of  Fogelsville,  Pa.,  as  clerk.  It  being  in  the 
midst  of  the  war,  discussions  of  various  phases  of  it 
and  of  the  men  leading  in  it  were  engaged  in,  and  the 
young  clerk's  Democratic  blood  could  not  flow  freely 
enou"-h  amid  so  many  restrictions  as  he  was  here  sub- 
ject to,  and  hence  he  left  about  the  middle  of  the  next 
August  for  political  reasons  and  hired  himself  to  Mr. 
Daniel  Clader,  a  general  store-keeper  of  Rothrocksville, 
for  whom  he  clerked  fully  three  and  a  half  years. 

Meanwhile  he  married  Miss  Elizabeth  A.  Grim,  a 
young  lady  of  that  neighborhood,  daughter  of  Mr. 
Jonas  Grim,  the  ceremony  being  performed  June  10, 
1865,  at  Lyons,  Pa.,  by  the  groom's  brother,  Rev.  A.  D. 
Croll.  Their  union  has  been  blessed  with  two  sons.  The 
family  has  lived  at  Monterey  and  Rothrocksville,  Berks 
county,  ever  since,  in  much  love  and  harmony.  He 
rented  houses  till  1863,  when  Smith  and  Croll  (the  bus- 
iness firm)  built  a  large  double  house  in  the  village  of 
Rothrocksville,  which  half  they  have  occupied  since  the 
spring  of  187-i. 

The  business  life  of  Mr.  Croll  has  been  successful. 
On  the  lirst  of  March,  1867,  he  entered  into  partnership 
with  a  brother-in-law  of  his,  Mr.  Stephen  Smith,  another 
of  Mr.  Clader's  clerks,  and  entcrod  business  for  them- 
selves by  leasing  a  store  and  hotel  stand  in  the  village  of 
Monterey,  Berks  county,  about  three  miles  east  of  Kutz- 
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town,  on  the  Allentown  State  Road.  The  lease  was  from 
Joshua  S.  Miller,  and  lasted  for  five  years,  the  new  firm 
(Smith  &  Croll)  buying  out  their  predecessor's  stock. 
At  the  expiration  of  these  five  years  they  leased  a  store 
stand  from  Mr.  Clader,  in  the  village  of  Rothrocksville 
two  miles  farther  East,  for  five  years.  Ere  this  time  had 
elapsed,  however,  Mr.  Clader  died,  and  the  firm  was 
compelled  to  buy  the  store  building,  in  which  they  have 
since  carried  on  a  general  country  store  business.  In 
April,  1884  this  firm  entered  into  co-partnership  with 
Mr.  Croll's  brother,  Siks,  in  the  coal,  grain  and  lumber 
business  at  Farmington,  a  few  miles  away  on  the  C. 
and  F.  R^  R.,  which,  with  the  aid  of  their  now  grown 
sons,  they  carried  on  in  connection  with  their  store. 
This  co-partnership  was  dissolved  on  the  first  of  Janu- 
ary, 1886,  when  Smith  and  Croll  bought  out  the  other 
brother's  share  of  stock,  and  this  double  business  has 
since  been  successfully  carried  on  by  the  above  firm 
and  their  sons.  It  is  seldom  that  one  can  point  to  a 
business  firm  that  moves  on  as  smoothly  and  harmon- 
iously for  so  many  years  as  this  one  has. 

Mr.  Croll  is  a  man  of  careful  habits,  good  judgment 
and  sterling  honesty.  This  has  kept  him  in  good  health 
(with  the  exception  of  a  few  severe  cramp  attacks),  has 
given  him  success  in  his  business  undertakings,  and  has 
secured  for  him  the  confidence  of  his  friends  and  that 
of  the  entire  community.  He  has  accordingly  been  re- 
peatedly chosen  to  fill  positions  of  honor  and  trust. 
For  three  years  he  has  been  school  director  in  his  town- 
ship, and  he  held  the  position  of  secretary'  all  this  while. 
He  has  served  six  years  as  township  auditor,  and  has 
taken  some  little  hand  in  local  politics,  but  never  in  his 
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own  interest,  but  as  delegate  to  the  county  convention 
in  behalf  of  his  friends.  He  is  one  of  the  delegates  to 
the  next  Democratic  State  Convention.  In  the  estate 
of  Mr.  Daniel  Clader,  deceased,  he  was  chosen  adminis- 
trator, a  most  entangled  account  meeting  his  eye,  aq^ 
for  which  a  bonded  security  of  $45,000  was  required. 

He  is  a  friend  of  education  and  has  done  much  for 
schools  and  for  the  education  of  his  children  His 
religious  life  has  kept  pace  with  the  progress  of  the 
churches  in  which  he  has  been  a  member.  From  his 
confirmation  to  this  day  he  has  maintained  his  adher- 
ence to  the  Lutheran  Church.  He  has  worked  in  the 
Sabbath-school  as  teacher  and  superintendent  since  his 
youth.  For  the  last  fifteen  years  he  has  been  the  super- 
intendent of  the  TJnion  School,  kept  at  Zion's  Union 
Church,  near  the  village  of  Rothrocksville.  He  is  also 
one  of  the  deacons  of  the  Ziegle's  Church,  to  the  east  of 
the  village,  where  the  family  holds  their  church  mem- 
bership. This  church  being  destroyed  July  6,  b3- 
lightning,  he  is  at  present  the  secretary  of  the  church 
Building  Committee.  For  the  opportunities  which  Mr. 
CroU  has  had,  his  life  has  been  successful  and  very 
useful. 

THEIR    CHILDREN. 

1.  William  Martin,  born  April  9,  1866,  baptized  Ma}' 
15,  1866,  by  Rev.  A.  D.  Cioll.  Sponsor,  Mrs.  Grim,  the 
grandmother.  Confirmed  by  Rev.  0.  Leopold  at  Ziegle's 
church,  November  7,  1880.  His  school  life  was  fully 
up  to  the  average  in  attendance  and  progress.  He  at- 
tended the  Kej'stone  State  Normal  School, at  Kutztown, 
for  about  three  years.  Taught  oue  term  in  -Rockland 
township,  Berks  county,  under  the  superintendency  of 
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Trof.  D.  S.  Keck.      Graduated  from   Eastman's   Busi- 
I  ness    College,    Poughkeepsie,    N.  Y.,  August  21,  1883, 

after  studying  there  over  four  months.  Has  since  been 
in  the  employ  of  the  firm  of  Smith  &  Croll.  He  is  a 
teacher  in  the  Maxatawny  Sunday  School. 

2.   Charles  Alfred,  born  July  2,  1877.     Baptized  Au- 
gust   7,  1877,  by  Rev.  0.  Leopold,  the   parents   being 
sponsors.      He  has  attended  public  and  Sunda^'-school 
j  since  quite  young,  and  is  an  obedient  boy  at  home  and 

school.     When  about  six  he  fell  from  a  heavy  wagon, 
j  and  one  of  the  wheels  passed  over  his  body,  for  a  while 

laying  him  up,  but  giving  him  no  serious  or  permanent 
injuries. 

mien  Schindel,  a  daughter  of  Rev.  A.  D.  Croll  and 

adopted   into  above  family  on  the  21st  of  November, 

1881,  was  born  July  1,  1871.     Is  a  faithful  young  lady, 

attending  school  and  learning  the  art  of  house-keepino-. 

She   was  confirmed  by  Rev.  O.  Leopold,  October  30, 

:  1886,   at   the   Ziegle's    Church    as   a   member   of    the 

I  Lutheran   church.     Since  then   she   has   attended    the 

I  Female  College  at  Allentown,  under  the  Presidency  of 

Rev.  Dr.  Reiley. 

IV.— Silas  GottUeb. 

The  fourth  child  (another  son)  of  John  and  Catharine 
Croll  was  bom  on  September  12,  1840,  in  the  parents' 
home  in  Maxatawny,  Berks  County,  Pa.  He  was  bap- 
tized on  the  13th  of  December,  1846,  by  the  gastor,  Rev. 
Roeller.  The  sponsors  were  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Geo.  Kemp. 
The  name  was  taken  from  the  Bible  and  the  almanac,  as 
the  latter  furnished  the  middle  name  for  most  of  the 
boys,  choosing  the  saint's  name  that  there  stands  oppo- 
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site  the  date  of  the  child's  birth — and  he  was  accord- 
ingly given  the  above  name. 

Spending  his  childhood  and  early  boyhood  years  in 
the  bosom  of  the  family,  Silas  was  yet  the  one  who 
earliest  parted  from  home  and  spent  most  of  his  time 
away  from  it.  It  is  doubtless  due  to  this  fact  that  his 
earlier  education  was  not  as  complete  as  that  of  some 
of  the  other  boys.  Yet  his  yearning  thirst  gave  him  a 
later  opportunity  foe  drinking  at  this  fountain,  and  his 
indomitable  energy  has  fitted  him  for  the  successful 
business  he  has  been  doing  since.  After  the  family  had 
moved  to  Lehigh  County,  in  the  year  1857,  when  ten 
years  of  age,  he  lived  one  year  in  the  family  of  his  great 
uncle,  Mr.  Amos  Clouser,  of  Ballietsville.  He  did  such 
work  as  a  boy  of  his  years  can  render  on  a  farm,  and 
was  paid  no  wages  beyond  board  and  clothing.  One  of 
the  most  vivid  recollections  of  this  period  was  the  fall- 
ing off  a  willow-tree  which  he  had  climbed  in  search  of 
a  straight  whip  for  a  whistle.  It  is  quite  likely  if  his 
bones  had  not  been  so  yielding  this  would  have  been 
the  beginning  of  that  series  of  bone-fractures  of  which 
he  was  the  unfortunate  victim  later.  As  it  was  he  es- 
caped without  any  serious  injury.  At  the  age  of  eleven 
he  was  hired  to  Mr.  David  Kemp,  a  farmer  in  Berks 
County,  where  the  present  village  of  Lyons  now  is  sit- 
uated. Here  he  remained  three  full  years,  receiving  as 
remuneration  his  board  and  clothing  only,  besides  the 
kindness  and  good-will  of  the  family — for  of  their  mu- 
tual attachment  he  still  speaks  highly. 

Whatever  the  boy  may  have  learned  of  farm-life  and 
other  practical  affairs,  his  mind  received  little  develop- 
ment in  the  direction  of  book  knowledge,  for  his  aver- 
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age  school-attendance  per  annum  during  this  period  was 
but  two  and  a  half  or  three  months,  and  this  in  a  very 
poor  school  at  that.  After  this  period  of  service  at  Mr. 
Kemp's,  Silas  was  hired  to  Mr.  George  Kennel,  another 
farmer  about  a  mile  from  the  parent's  home,  where  he 
remained  eight  months  of  the  year  '61,  receiving  as  wages 
his  board  and  five  dollars  a  month.  The  following  winter 
■was  spent  at  home,  assisting  his  father  in  the  haulincr  of 
timber.  He  attended  catechetical  instructions  this  year 
also  and  was  confirmed  Ln  the  Spring  as  a  full  member 
of  the  Lutheran'  Church  by  the  pastor,  Rev.  Thomas 
Steck.  Being  somewhat  singled  out  in  this  family,  as 
it  would  seem,  for  all  the  physical  ails  and  ills  of  life, 
.he  was  stricken  with  small-pox  this  same  winter,  but 
came  out  of  this  disease's  horrible  clutches  without  being 
any  the  worse  for  it,  even  escaping  largely  those  terri- 
ble marks  that  it  leaves  behind  as  an  unmistakable 
token  to  all  of  its  once  ravaging  presence.  He  was 
over  it  in  time  to  serve  his  second  summer  on  the  farm 
of  Mr.  Kennel,  receiving  as  wages  now  seven  dollars  per 
month.  The  following  winter  was  again  put  in  by  assist- 
ing at  home  in  hauling  of  wood  and  sawed  timber,  and 
snatching  an  occasional  day  or  week  of  schooling  in  his 
brother's  school  at  Sand  Spring.  He  gave  Mr.  Kennel 
one  more  summer's  service,  receiving  eight  dollars  per 
month  as  pay.  He  speaks  highly  of  the  kind  treatment 
received  here,  but  says  he  was  obliged  to  work  hard.  In 
April,  1864,  when  in  his  eighteenth  year,  he  made  his 
home  with  Mr.  Daniel  Siegfried  in  Maxatawny  town- 
ship, Berks  County,  about  two  miles  north  of  Kutz- 
town,  as  miller's  apprentice.  When  here  a  little  over 
a  year  he  was  attacked  with  typhoid  fever,  which  laid 
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him  up  for  twelve  weeks.  His  mother  came  on  to  wait 
on  him  the  first  four  weelis  of  his  illness,  when  he  was 
able  to  be  removed  to  the  parents'  home,  where  he 
slowly  recovered.  He  returned  the  same  fall  to  finish 
his  apprenticeship.  Next  year  he  hired  as  journeyman 
miller  to  Mr.  Charles  Kline,  near  Rothrocksville.  Being 
nearer  the  church  (Ziegle's)  and  in  better  society,  his 
relationships  here  were  congenial  and  thus  he  spent  a 
pleasant  year.  He  took  an  active  part  in  the  Sunday- 
school, and  through  the  associations  of  a  Mr.  Jas.  Kuhns 
formed  a  warmer  attachment  to  our  holy  religion,  and 
from  him  also  learned  to  play  the  violin.  In  April,  '67',  he 
left  to  attend  a  term  of  school  at  Freeland  Seminary, 
Montgomery  County,  what  is  now  Ursinus  College. 
Its  close  brought  him  again  to  Mr.  Kline's,  whom  (being 
also  a  farmer)  he  assisted  during  harvest  time.  That 
same  fall  he  hired  out  as  a  journeyman  miller  to  Messrs. 
James  McDurmott  &  Bro.,  of  Phillipsburg,  N.  J.  His 
stay  was  not  long,  however,  as  we  find  him  back  with 
his  parents  again  at  Christmas  time,  with  whom  he  spent 
the  remaining  part  of  the  winter.  In  the  following 
Spring  (1868)  Mr.  Jacob  Zimmerman  of  Lowhill  Town- 
ship, Lehigh  County,  employed  him  as  foreman  in  his 
mill  at  Lyon  Valley,  in  whose  employ  (and  that  of  his 
son  after  the  father's  death)  he  remained  until  Septem- 
ber, 187-3,  when  he  moved  to  Trexlertown,  same  county, 
where  he  has  resided  with  his  family  ever  since.  His 
first  employment  here  was  as  second  hand  in  the  Lehigh 
Coal,  Grain  and  Lumber  Co.'s  estalilishment  at  this  place. 
This  firm  dissolving  partnership  in  1376,  the  same  busi- 
ness was  continued  by  Mr.  William  B.  Fogcl,  who  era- 
ployed  Mr.  Croll  as  his  foreman  or  principal  salesman. 
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and  which  position  he  held  for  eight  years.  In  the 
Spring  of  1884,  he  formed  a  co-partnership  with  Messrs. 
Smith  &  Croll  (his  brother  Martin),  and  in  the  name  of 
S.  G.  Croll  &  Co.,  they  did  a  successful  business  in  the 
coal,  grain  and  lumber  traffic  for  one  year  and  nine 
months  at  Farmington.  The  distance  from  his  home 
and  incident  worry  and  wear  soon  led  him  to  con- 
clude it  best  to  sell  out  his  share  to  the  other  members 
!  of  the  firm,  which  he  did  January  1,  1886,  at  the  same 

i  time  uniting  with  Mr.  Stephen  Acker  in  the  prosecution 

I  of  the  same  business  at  Trexlertown.     They  had  been 

'  partners  in  the  real  estate  agency  since  1882,  and    now 

continue  these  two  businesses  successfully. 

In  1868,  Mr.  Croll  married  Miss  Josephine  E.  Acker, 
only  daughter  of  David  and  Elizabeth  Acker,  of  Trex- 
lertown, the  ceremony  being  performed  at  Lyons  b}'  his 
brother.  Rev.  A.  D.  Croll.  Three  children,  two  sons  and 
one  daughter,  have  sprung  from  this  union. 

Although  the  subject  of  this  sketch  has  lacked  the 
benefits  of  a  thorough  rudimentary  education,  his  pluck 
and  venture,  as  well  as  his  careful  habits  and  honest,  up- 
right character  have  won  for  him  confidence  and  esteem. 
He  is  well  known  throughout  the  neighborhoods  in 
which  he  has  lived,  and  rather  extensivel}'  throughout 
the  county.  He  has  served  one  term  as  School  Direc- 
tor and  isat  present  one  of  the  incumbent  Justices  of  the 
Peace  in  Upper  Macungie  township.  Elected  in  spring 
of  '86,  for  a  term  of  five  years.  Though  keeping  a 
comparative  even  tenor  of  his  way,  he  has  yet  dabbled 
a  little  in  local  politics  and  traveled  a  little,  having  vis- 
ited six  or  seven  of  the  United  States.  He  has  always 
been  a  Democrat  and  taken  some  interest  in  the  success 
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of  that  ticket  in  his  county.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Odd  Fellows  and  Masonic  Lodges. 

In  religious  matters  he  has  always  held  to  the  mother 
church  that  laid  on  him  her  hands  of  baptism  and  sol- 
emn confirmation.  During  his  stay  in  Lowhill,  he  was 
Sunday-school  superintendent  for  two  years  and  deacon 
of  the  church  when  he  inaugurated  and  watched  the 
completion  of  small  repairs  and  additions  to  the  church 
property.  Finding  the  Sunday-school  extinct  at  Trex- 
lertown,  he  organized  one  in  1815,  and  was  for  some 
time  its  superintendent.  He  is  now  a  member  of  the 
Lutheran  Church  in  that  place. 

It  is  worthy  of  note,  as  allusion  has  already  been 
made  to  the  fact,  that  Silas  has  been  singularly  "un- 
lucky" in  his  lifetime  in  the  matter  of  accidents.  Be- 
sides the  ravages  of  fever  and  small-pox,  he  had  a  "run- 
a-way"  one  winter  that  he  assisted  his  father,  was 
thrown  oflF  a  spring-wagon  and  dragged  a  short  distance 
by  the  lines,  when  his  one  thumb  was  dislocated.  Also 
when  at  Mr.  Kline's,  he  shot  at  a  wild  duck  on  the  dam, 
when  the  gun  exploded  and  considerably  lacerated  his 
arm.  Then  he  has  had  two  very  serious  fractures  since. 
The  first,  that  of  the  patella  bone,  or  right  knee  cap, 
which  occurred  in  September,  1873,  when  he  stepped  off 
the  platform  of  the  car,  which  he  had  entered  to  see 
his  brother  Alfred  off.  The  rapid  motion  of  the  train 
in  starting  was  not  philosophically  accounted  for  by 
him,  and  on  landing  he  broke  down  with  the  above  re- 
sult. It  laid  him  up  for  eight  weeks.  The  other  break 
happened  later,  while  in  Mr.  Fogel's  employ,  when  he 
fell  off  a  lumber-car  while  unloading,  and  broke  the 
wrist  bone  of  his  right  arm.  But  with  all  these  mishaps, 
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and  some  losses  of  money,  he  is  the  most  cheerful  and 
sun-flowered  of  all  the  fivmily.  The  writer  recollects  a 
visit  of  brotherly  sympathy  and  condolence  to  his  bed- 
side, when  he  was  laid  up  from  the  first  of  these  frac- 
tures, and  on  his  way  he  busied  his  brain  for  language 
with  which  to  console  the  unfortunate  brother  in  his 
evident  distress  of  mind,  but  on  arrival  he  found  the 
latter  on  his  bed,  lustily  playing  the  violin,  while  his  lit- 
tle boy  was  keeping  time  to  the  music  on  the  floor.  A 
happy  frolic  they  had  together,  and  from  the  way  both 
enjoyed  it  the  would-be  consoler  concluded  that  any  en- 
deavor to  reconcile  the  sufferer  to  "his  lot  would  be 
supererogative,  and  joined  in  the  frolic  of  the  moment. 
The  same  buoyant,  sunny  disposition  has  attended  him 
all  his  lifetime,  whatever  may  have  been  its  vicissitudes. 

THEIR   CHILDRE.V. 

1.  Alfred  David.  Born  December  14,  1868,at  Trex- 
lertown.  Baptized  in  infancy.  Confirmed  at  Allentown, 
while  living  in  the  family  of  Mr.  Schall,  in  St.  John's 
Lutheran  Church,  Rev.  R.  Hill,  D.  D.,  pastor.  Worked 
in  ore  beds  and  on  brick  yards  in  the  summers  of  early 
boyhood,  while  he  attended  school  at  winter.  During 
the  summer  sessions  of  1886  and  1887,  he  attended  the 
Keystone  State  Normal  School  at  Kutztown,  and  was 
examined  for  teaching  by  Superintendent  Knauss  of  Le- 
high. He  was  twice  successful  in  obtaining  a  certificate, 
and  was  last  year  engaged  in  teaching  the  school  at 
Newtowu,  a  few  miles  from  his  home. 

2.  Mamie  Ida.  Born  December  23,  1872,  in  Lowhill. 
Has  always  been  at  home  and  is  a  dutiful  child,  and  an 
apt  pupil  at  school  and  in  music.  She  passed  one  very 
serious  spell  of  sickness  when  about  ten  years  old. 
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3.  John  Peter.  Bom  in  Trexlertown,  April  28,  1876. 
Is  a  boy  of  eleven,  full  of  life,  and  seems  to  have  in- 
herited his  father's  sunny  disposition. 

v.— CjTenius  diaries  Cosrcfus. 

The  fifth  child  of  John  and  Catharine  Croll  is  another 
son,  in  its  unbroken  line,  who  was  born  September  27, 
1849,  in  their  Maxatawny  home,  and  at  his  baptism, 
January  1,  1850,  by  Rev.  Roeller,  received  the  above 
alliterated  name.  He  distinctly  recollects  the  following 
among  his  teachers — living  now  near  Schneeksville, 
Lehigh  County— ^viz. :  His  brothers  Alfred  and  Martin, 
Messrs.  Kelly,  Quier,  Rhoads,  Smith  and  Lichty.  Con- 
cerning his  experiences  in  Mr.  Lichty's  term,  some  very 
lively  accounts  could  be  written,  if  it  was  our  desire  to 
become  prolix  at  this  point,  for  Cyrenius  was  now  about 
sixteen  years  of  age  and  strong  as  a  man,  associated 
with  a  band  of  similar  age  and  size.  Let  it  suffice  to 
say  that  the  someyhat  nervous  and  suspicious  teacher 
had  his  hands  full  to  keep  these  boys  within  his  rules. 
I  suppose  they  have  often  since  regretted  the  tantalizing 
pranks  of  those  years  of  folly. 

The  Union  Sunday-school  at  Schneeksville,  for  many 
years  under  the  superintendence  of  Peter  Gross,  Esq., 
and  his  brother  Joel,  this  one,  like  all  the  young  CroUs,  ^{ 

attended  faithfully  from  childhood  up  to  his  departure  I 

from  home.     In  tlie  winter  of  1865-18(5^,  he  attended  ' 

catechetical  instructions  at  the  Unionville  Church,  Rev.  i 

Thomas  Steck,  Lutheran  pastor,  and  was  confirmed  in 
April,  ISfifi. 

The  summer  months  during  his  stay  at  liomo  wore  all  i 

devoted  to  the  assistance  of  his  father  on  the  farm  and  ' 
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in  clearing  woodland.  Nothing  eventful  occurred  to 
make  this  period  of  his  life  any  different  from  that  of 
an}'  ordinary  youth  so  employed. 

On  January  1,  186T,  he  left  home  for  the  first  time 
and  permanently  henceforth  to  live  elsewhere.  Ilis  first 
home  was  the  Keystone  State  Normal  School  at  Kutz- 
town,  which  he  attended  as  pupil  till  the  spring,  spend- 
ing many  of  his  Sundays  at  Lyons  with  brother  Alfred. 
In  April  he  was  hired  to  Smith  &  Croll  (his  brother 
Martin),  of  Monterev,  Berks  County,  Pa.,  as  clerk  in  a 
general  country  store  and  hotel  stand.  He  remained 
two  years,  when  he  accepted  a  position  as  clerk  for  Mr. 
John  G.  Wink,  a  merchant  of  Ballietsville,  Lehigh 
County,  Pa.  Here  he  remained  until  March,  1870,  when 
he  got  ready,  and  on  the  8th  day  of  said  month  left  his 
native  State  and  went  to  reside  in  the  Hoo?ier  State. 
He  took  up  his  residence  in  Tippecanoe  County,  in  a 
little  village  about  eight  miles  east  of  La  Fayette — 
named  Dayton.  Within  five  days  of  his  arrival  he  had 
secured  a  clerkship  there  from  Mr.  J.  H.  Bayne.  The 
following  July  his  employer  died  and  he  continued  to 
clerk  for  his  widow  till  October  of  the  same  3"ear,  when 
she  sold  out  to  Mr.  P.  D.  Paige,  with  whom  he  remained 
until  December,  1871,  when  he  bought  out  his  employer, 
continuing  business  for  himself  until  February  7,  1877. 
Having  little  to  do  that  summer,  he  concluded  to  visit 
the  old  folks  in  Pennsylvania,  with  his  family,  consist- 
ing at  this  time  of  wife  and  two  daughters.  They  re- 
mained with  their  friends  all  winter. 

Upon  his  return  to  Indiana,  the  following  spring,  he 
took  a  hand  in  politics  to  the  amount  of  running  for 
township  assessor  on  the  Independent  ticket,  but  be  was 
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defeated  by  the  regular  Democratic  nominee.     He  re-  • 

moved  about  a  mile  east  of  Dayton,  among  rich  farmers, 
and  spent  the  summer  in  doing  laborer's  work  among 
them,  continuing  this  kind  of  work  until  August,  1880, 
moving  back  to  Dayton  in  the  meanwhile.  From  the 
last  date  until  September,  1882,  he  was  employed  as  re- 
pairman or  section  hand  on  the  Lake  Erie  and  Western 
Railroad,  when  he  came  east  again  with  his  oldest 
daughter,  spending  a  month  with  his  parents  and  rela- 
tives. Returning,  he  accepted  a  position,  December  18, 
1882,  as  clerk  with  B.  F.  Kuhns  at  Frankfort,  Clinton 
County,  who  was  then  running  a  grocery  and  hardware 
double  store.  In  this  house  and  establishment  he  has 
been  ever  since,  although  it  changed  hands  several 
times.  In  October,  1883,  Mr.  Kuhns  sold  out  to  H.  H. 
Bradley,  who  in  turn  (September,  1884)  sold  out  to 
Messrs  J.  H.  Fennel  &  Son,  who  are  Mr.  CroU's  present 
employers.  Most  of  his  years,  it  will  be  seen,  have  thus 
been  given  to  clerking,  beginning  at  $8.50  per  month, 
and  receiving  now  $50.00  per  month.  I 

His  domestic  life  has  been  pleasant,  and  its  history  ! 

can  be  given  briefly.     On  February  6,  1871,  he  married  "* 

Miss  Alice  Burkhalter  from  near  Dayton,  Rev.  N.  S.  L.  ,'^ 

Kessler,  of  Rossville,  otliciating.     They  went  to  house- 
keeping the    following   April,  at  Dayton,  whence  they  ^ 
removed  to  Frankfort,  March  9,  1883,  where  they  reside 
at  present. 

THEIR   CHILDREN.  •, 

1.  Katie.     Born  July  3,  1872.     From  an  affection  in  | 

infancy  she  has  received  permanent  stiffness  in  her  one 
knee  cap,  making  her  sliglitly  lame.     She  is  a  kind  and  • 

dutiful  daughter,  diligent  and  progressive  in  her  studies 
and  has  the  promise  of  a  good  woman. 
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2.  Hallie  May.  Born  March  26, 1874.  Like  her  ohler 
sister  she  has  marks  of  attraction  in  her  person,  man- 
ners and  qualities  of  head  and  lieart.  She  is  making 
progress  at  instrumental  music. 

•  3.  William  Ward.  Born  April  24,  1879.  Baptized 
January  5,  1887.  When  I  visited  the  family  in  188G  he 
had  just  fallen  from  a  house  freight-car  that  was  stand- 
ing on  a  siding  near  their  house,  and  was  consequently 
confined  to  the  house  with  a  sprained  ankle;  but  if  he 
has  proportionate  dexterit}'  and  agility  when  both  his 
feet  are  well,  I  cannot  see  how  the  little  bundle  of  spry- 
ness  can  be  kept  under  their  roof.  He  is  like  an  India- 
rubber  ball,  with  a  wire  spring  inside  always  wound  to 
make  it  a  perpetual  motion. 

4.  Earl  Cleveland.'  Born  May  5,  1883.  Died  March 
^,  1885,  of  spinal  meningitis.     Funeral  services  ^lurch 

11th,  conducted  b\'  Rev.  W.  11.  Simpson,  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Church. 

5.  Raymond  Barkhaller.  Born  April  17,  188G.  Bap- 
tized by  Rev.  J.  H.  Hollingsworth,of  the  M.  E.  Church, 
January  5,  1887. 

VI.— Elmira  Elizabeth. 

The  first  daughter  was  born  unto  John  and  Catharine 
CroU  in  their  Maxatawny  home,  on  June  8,  1851,  Whit 
Sunday,  she  being  the  sixth  child.  She  was  baptized 
the  following  loth  of  September, by  Rev.  Isaac  Roeller, 
himself  and  wife  Judith  acting  as  sponsors.  Her  mid- 
dle name  was  taken  from  her  grandmother  CroU,  whose 
inquisitive  and  talkative  nature  we  boys  used  to  say  she 
had  inherited.  After  she  was  five  years  old  she  began 
to  go  to  school  at  Schnecksville,  the  family  now  living 
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in  Lehigh  county.  Nothing  specially  noteworthy  oc- 
curred during  her  school  years.  She  studied  ■well  and 
got  her  lessons  rather  easily,  leaving  her  some  time  for 
whispering  in  school-hours,  for  which  she  was  famous. 
Her  brothers  also  remember  her  tell-tale  habits,  and 
more  than  once  were  enraged  at  her  for  reporting  their 
misdemeanors  in  school  to  the  parents  at  home,  where 
it  was  the  fashion  ^r  the  father  to  under-score  the 
teacher's  punishment  of  any  by  a  repetition  of  the  flog- 
ging- 

During  the  winter  of  1866-67,  she  attended  catechet- 
ical instructions  at  the  Union  Church  under  Rev.  Wm. 
Rath,  of  Allentown,  he  supplying  the  pastoral  vacancy 
of  this  church  at  this  time.  She  was  confirmed  as  a 
full  member  of  the  Lutheran  church  on  April  7,  1867, 
and  has  been  a  member  of  same  denomination  ever  since. 

In  1870  she  attended  a  three-months'  term  (Januarj— 
April)  of  the  Keystone  State  Normal  School  at  Kutz- 
town,  returning  home  to  assist  in  the  household  duties, 
until  a  young  man  by  the  name  of  Tilghman  J.  Bittner 
claimed  her  for  himself  She  was  married  to  him  on 
the  19th  of  August,  1873,  by  her  brother.  Rev.  A.  D. 
Croll.  Mr.  Bittner  was  a  miller  by  trade,  living  at  Bitt- 
ner's  Corner,  in  Lowhill  Township,  Lehigh  County, 
whither  she  was  taken  only  in  the  spring  of  1875,  as  no 
suitable  arrangements  for  beginning  housekeeping  earlier 
could  be  made.  Meanwhile  their  first  son  was  born.  At 
Bittner's  Comer  they  lived  together  very  happilj-.  Mr. 
Bittner  was  an  unusually  kind  and  loving  husband  and 
a  devoted  father.  Living  in  the  same  building  where 
he  carried  on  grist-milling, he  had  much  time  to  be  with 
his  family  and  was  all  sunshine  and  indulgence  to  them. 
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But  their  life  of  happy  union  was  not  long — soon  the 
"golden  bowl  was  broken."  On  March  1,  1879,  after  he 
had  helped  his  wife  laying  a  piece  of  carpet  he  left  the 
room  to  oil  the  machinery  of  the  mill  before  she  should 
call  him  for  dinner.  Having  a  little  snow  stickinjj  to 
his  heels  he  slipped  while  engaged  in  the  oiling,  and  the 
machinery  being  in  motion,  his  foot  caught  in  one  of  the 
cog-wheels  and  he  was  drawn  in  and  had  his  body  badly 
mangled.  He  was  soon  found  by  his  father  after  he  had 
extricated  himself,  still  in  a  conscious  state,  and  was 
carried  into  the  house,  where  he  expired  after  four  hours 
of  intense  suflering.  He  was  buried  the  following  Tues- 
day, March  4th,  at  the  Weisenburg  Church,  of  which  he 
was  a  member,  by  his  pastor,  the  Rev.  0.  Leopold,  who 
preached  in  German  to  a  large  concourse  of  people,  from 
the  text  in  Amos  3  :  6. 

This  affliction  almost  crushed  the  young  wife,  and  for 
a  long  time  she  could  not  take  a  hearty  interest  in  any- 
thing. Even  to  this  day  her  heart  is  sick  for  her  buried 
lover-husband,  and  the  chief  charm  of  this  earthly  life 
seems  to  have  been  forever  snatched  from  her.  After  a 
month  or  more  of  residence  here  and  settlement  of  busi- 
ness accounts,  in  which  her  brother  Philip  assisted,  she 
was  taken  home  with  her  children  to  her  own  parents, 
where  she  has  lived  ever  since,  a  comfort  and  stay  to 
her  parents  in  their  declining  years.  And  as  the  ^-ears 
roll  bv,  she  is  becoming  more  reconciled  to  her  sore  be- 
reavement, and  is  learning  to  spell  out  the  meaning  of 
divine  love  in  this  afflictive  providence. 

THEIR   CHILDREN. 

1.  Payson  Croll,  receiving  his  first  name  from  Dr. 
Payson  and  his  second  from  the  mother,  was  born   in 
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North  Whitehall  Township,  Lehigh  County,  Pa.,  on 
September  21,  1874.  Baptized  November  20,  1874,  by 
Rev.  A.  D.  CroU,  the  parents  being  sponsors.  He  has 
been  an  uncommonly  precocious  child.  At  four  years  of 
ao-e  be  knew  his  First  Reader  by  heart,  and  at  six  had 
read  the  Bible  through.  He  has  now  read  a  great  many 
books  beyond  his  years,  and  is  in  advance  of  all  his 
companions  in  the  school  branches  of  study.  He  is 
physically  small  and  undeveloped,  with  a  large  head  and 
prominent  forehead.  He  is  beginning  to  be  of  some 
help  to  his  grandfather  on  the  farm  in  summer  time. 
There  are  prospects  of  fine  mental  attainments  in  this 
boy. 

2.  Elsie  Katie  was  born  at  Bittner's  corner,  Decem- 
ber 7,  1875.  She  received  her  name  from  the  Elsie 
series  of  Sunday-school  books  and  one  of  her  aunts  on 
the  father's  side.  She  was  baptized  February  13,  1876, 
by  Rev.  J.  S.  Renninger,  the  parents  being  sponsors. 
She  is  an  affectionate  child,  dutiful  and  diligent  in  her 
studies — a  great  comfort  to  her  mother. 

3.  Tilijhman  Jacob,  a  posthumous  child,  was  born 
August  17,  1879,  and  baptized  by  Rev.  P.  C.  Croll, 
September  5,  1879,  when  the  above  (his  father's)  name 
was  f'iven  him.  He  is  now  a  boy  of  eight,  and  is  greatly 
attached  to  his  grandfather,  whose  "  boy  "  he  has  become. 

Vn.— Ptiilip  Columbus. 
The  seventh  child  of  John  and  Catharine  Croll,  an- 
other son,  was  born  October  2,  1852,  in  Maxatawny, 
Berks  County,  Pa.  He  was  baptized  on  the  third  of 
February,  1853,  by  Rev.  Isaac  RocUer,  the  sponsors  be- 
ing Mr.  Johnathan  and  Catharine  Bieber  of  Kutztown. 
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The  name  given  him  wm^  taken  from  his  great-great- 
grand-father,  the  parents  Earning  at  tlie  funeral  of  grand- 
father Croil  that  such  was  the  name  of  the  first  CroU 
immigrant,  and  the  mitUHe  name  he  received  from  the 
almanac's  account  of  his  birth  occurring  on  that  of  Co- 
lumbus' birth-day  anniversary. 

He  was  but  a  six-months'-old  baby  when  the  parents 
moved  to  Lehigh  County.  Here  he  grew  up  in  the 
bosom  of  a  family  that  was  full  of  sunshine  and  life. 
His  older  brothers  amused,  teased,  annoyed  and  inspired 
him  in  turn.  He  soon  manifested  an  unusual  amount  of 
life  and  spirit.  When  he  was  but  three  years  old,  before 
he  had  shed  his  dresses,  he  was  bold  enough  to  climb  up 
a  thirty  foot  ladder  that  had  been  used  to  pick  grapes 
from  a  high  maple  tree  over  which  a  vine  had  spun. 
He  was  attracted  by  the  gorgeous  colors  of  the  maple 
leaf  in  its  autumnal  beauty,  and,  reaching  out  at  the 
top  of  the  ladder  for  a  lovely  spray,  lost  his  balance  and 
came  down  through  the  leafy  branches  with  a  thud. 
Fortunately  he  was  caught  in  the  tangled  vines  and  the}', 
yielding  gradually, checked  his  fall  and  thus  saved  his  life; 
for  he  landed  with  his  head  upon  a  rock  and  was  picked 
up  unconscious.  A  number  of  similar  feats  marked  his 
venturesome  boyhood  days.  He  was  known  as  being 
somewhat  misch'evous  at  home,  though  it  was  more  the 
exuberance  of  healthy  blood  than  any  viciousness.  He 
distinctly  recollects,  however,  a  few  quarrels  with  neigh- 
bor boys  in  which  the  case  was  settled  by  a  regular  set- 
to  wrestle,  in  which  he  invariably  came  off  conqueror. 
His  father's  yard-stick  was  frequently  applied  as  a 
check  to  this  superabundance  of  spirits. 

His  school-life  was  little  relieved  in  its  monotonous 
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course  by  special  events,  ffis  teachers  usually  found 
him  diligent,  obedient  and  mastering  his  studies.  While 
he  may  not  have  been  a  very  close  student,  he  certainly 
was  not  a  dull  one.  At  anniversaries  and  exhibitions 
he  was  usually  one  of  the  leading  speakers.  He  re- 
members that  his  brother  Alfred  taught  him  the  primer 
lessons,  and  that  his  brother  Martin  in  school  once 
taught  him  to  make  a  capital  "  S  "  on  the  blackboard 
gracefully  after  he  had  sullenly  thrown  down  the  chalk 
for  having  his  first  attempt  ridiculed.  The  only  time 
he  did  not  like  to  go  to  school  was  when  he  attended 
summer  school  at  the  Union  Church,  Mr.  E.  D.  Rhoads, 
teacher.  It  was  not  on  account  of  the  teacher  but  the 
loneliness  of  the  way  (then  leading  through  a  large  for- 
est) that  so  disinclined  the  young  fellow  of  six  or  seven 
years.  Perhaps  the  teachers  whom  he  most  loved  and 
under  whom  he  made  most  rapid  progress  were  Joseph 
Smith  and  Peter  F.  Brown. 

During  these  years  the  winter  evenings  presented  a 
happy  and  brilliant  scene  around  the  humble  fireside  of 
this  family,  usually  enlarged  by  the  addition  of  a  few 
neighboring  children,  who  together  took  possession  of 
the  outspread  table  with  their  books  and  slates.  Philip 
was  one  of  the  liveliest  in  the  company  and  one  of  the 
heartiest  in  favor  of  dismissing  the  geographies  and 
arithmetics  for  some  game  or  amusement  on  the  fioor  or 
at  the  table.  The  exuberance  of  his  tireless  spirits  was 
not  overcome  till  the  summers  of  his  14th-17th  j'ears, 
when  he  was  obliged  to  work  very  hard  on  the  farm  and 
in  the  woods  cutting  and  hauling  timber.  He  never 
worked  much  among  strangers,  except  that  he  helped 
Mr.  Abraham  Jacobs  for  four  or  five  successive  years 
during  harvest  time. 
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On  the  4th  of  January,  1869,  he  left  home  to  attend 
the  Keystone  State  Normal  School  at  Kutztown,  where 
he  was  so  homesick  the  first  week  or  two  that  but  for 
the  taunting  remark  of  a  neighbor,  ere  he  left  home, 
that  he  would  doubtless  bo  back  again  in  a  fortnight,  he 
would  possibly  not  have  stayed.  lie  roomed  with  Mr. 
Adam  Lerch,  of  Wernersville,  diiring  this  session,  but 
spent  his  Sundays  at  Lyons  with  his  brother  Alfred,  at- 
tending a  catechetical  class  there.  The  departure  from 
home,  the  new  experiences  at  school,  and  the  special  re- 
ligious instructions  at  the  hands  of  his  consecrated 
brother  entirely  revolutionized  the  young  life,  and  he 
yielded  to  the  better  Spirit,  was  hopefully  converted 
and  at  once  set  his  heart  upon  becoming  a  minister.  He 
left  school  the  latter  part  of  March,  and  was  confirmed 
at  Lyons,  by  his  brother,  as  a  full  member  of  the  Luth- 
eran Church,  on  the  28th  of  March.  That  summer  he 
was  at  home  working  for  his  father.  On  October  4th 
he  began  to  teach  the  Sand  Spring  school,  boarding  at 
home  and  cultivating  his  mental  and  spiritual  life  by 
study  and  religious  reading.  The  term  was  six  months 
and  his  pay  $37.50  per  month.  Next  spring  (1870)  he 
returned  to  the  Normal  School  and  remained  till  com- 
mencement in  June.  Spent  a  six  weeks'  vacation  at 
home  working  hard,  and  returned  to  the  Normal  for  a 
short  term  till  the  public  schools  opened.  He  now 
taught  one  of  the  two  ungraded  schools  in  Schnecks- 
ville,  known  as  the  "  Academy,"  where  he  had  brilliant 
pupils  and  was  very  successful.  His  pa}'  was  $42.50 
per  month.  In  the  spring  of  1871  he  again  returned  to 
the  Normal  School  at  Kutztown,  and  remained  till  com- 
mencement.     After   the    harvest   he  canvassed    North 
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Whitehall  township  for  Hubbard  Brothers  Publishing 
House,  in  the  interests  of  their  book,  entitled  "  The 
Year  of  Battles."  He  was  quite  successful.  In  the  fall 
he  again  resumed  teaching  at  the  iicademy  in  Schnecks- 
ville,  having  now  made  a  perfect  certificate  and  in  con- 
sequence received  as  salary  the  highest  paid  in  the  town- 
ship, viz.,  $48  per  month.  The  schools  of  Lehigh  were 
then  under  the  superintendency  of  Prof.  E.  J.  Young, 
of  Allentown.  Having  aspirations  to  take  a  full  college 
course,  preparatory  to  the  Gospel  ministry,  Philip  laid 
down  the  teacher's  life  and  calling  in  the  spring  of  1872, 
with  touching  leave-taking  from  his  attached  pupils. 
Hence  he  again  returned  to  the  Normal  School  in  that 
spring  and  continued  the  pursuit  of  his  classical  studies 
there  till  the  summer  of  1873.  He  was  attached  to  the 
students  and  faculty,  whose  best  wishes  followed  him 
when  he  left  there  for  college.  Being  a  diligent  worker 
for  the  Literary  Society  (Philomathean)  to  which  he 
belonged,  they  honored  him  by  choosing  him  to  fill  the 
highest  honor  in  their  gift,  that  of  anniversary  orator 
at  their  anniversary  in  1873.  Of  his  speech  on  "  A  Posi- 
tive Standpoint,^''  the  newspaper  accounts  were  quite 
llattering.  At  the  commencement  in  June,  1873,  he  read 
the  first  Class  History.  He  also  drew  a  prize  for  com- 
petitive composition  writing  this  last  term.  His  chums 
not  yet  mentioned  were  D.  S.  Keck,  E.  M.  Herbst  and 
J.  P.  Deibert. 

In  June  his  brother  Alfred  accompanied  him  to  the 
college  commencement  at  Gettysburg,  when  he  passed  a 
successful  examination  for  next  }-ear's  Sophomore  Class 
in  Pennsylvania  college,  and  was  so  enrolled.  This  he 
entered  in  the  Fall  and  easily  kept  pace  with  his  class. 
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He  became  a  member  of  the  Philo  Literary  Society, 
and,  towards  the  close  of  the  Junior  Year,  of  the  Phi 
Gamma  Delta  Fraternity.  Although  nine  of  his  class- 
mates belonged  to  the  above  Literary  Society,  he  was 
one  of  three  chosen  as  speakers  from  his  class  at  their 
Biennial  Exercises  in  February,  1875.  His  subject  was 
"  The  Life  We  Live,"  a  humorous  account  of  college 
life,  which  elicited  considerable  applause  and  pleasant 
comment.  At  the  end  of  this  year  (Junior)  his  average 
standing  was  third  in  a  class  of  sixteen,  and  he  was  but 
three-tenths  lower  than  the  successful  competitor  for 
the  Latin  prize.  He  was  one  of  the  orators  on  Junior 
f^  Exhibition  Day,  his  subject  being  "Provincial  Patriot- 

ism." During  his  Sophomore  and  Junior  vacations,  he 
canvassed  part  of  Berks  County — the  first  summer  as 
Colporteur  for  the  American  Tract  Societ}',  succeeding 
well;  the  second  summer  he  sold  "The  Bible  Looking- 
Glass,"  but  did  not  make  out  well,  financially.  He  re- 
turned to  college  in  the  fall  of  18T5  to  finish  his  course. 
{  His  studies  were  not  interrupted  until  the  beginning  of 

!  May — two  weeks  before  the  Senior's  final  examination — 

when  a  letter  summoned  him  to  the  dying  bed  of  his 
brother  Alfred.  He  did  not  return  until  after  his  burial, 
just  in  time  for  commencement.  His  standing  upon 
graduation  was  fourth  in  his  class,  which  honor  he  re- 
ceived  without  passing  final  examination.  The  Faculty 
assigned  him  "  Hebrew  Poetry  "  as  the  subject  for  his 
commencement  speech.  His  class  had  elected  him  as 
Prophet,  and  he  delivered  the  prophecy  on  class-day  ex- 
ercises to  a  crowding  audience  upon  the  campus. 

The  work  of  the  last  year  at  college,  his   waiting  on 
brother  Alfred  for  six  weeks,  and  the  subseciuent  be- 
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reavement  somewhat  undermined  his  health,  so  that  he 
■was  taking  the  summer  of  'V6  for  recuperation  at  home. 
It  being  centennial  year  he  spent  a  week  in  Philadelphia 
in  September,  and  returned  to  Gettysburg  in  time  for 
the  opening  of  the  Theological  Seminary.  He  here  took 
room  No.  36  in  which  he  spent  his  three  years  of  seminary 
life,  his  room-mate  first  year  being  F.  W.  Staley,  the  sec- 
ond W.  H.  Lewars  and  the  third  rooming  alone.  These 
were  happy  years,  especially  the  last  one,  as  it  some- 
times gave  opportunity  to  put  into  exercise  "the  gift 
that  was  in  him"  by  preaching  to  vacant  or  neighboring 
congregations.  He  graduated  from  the  seminary  in 
June,  1879,  but  had  been  licensed  to  preach  for  one  year 
by  the  East  Pennsylvania  Synod  at  Philadelphia  the 
previous  September,  which  Synod  ordained  him  as 
Lutheran  minister  September,  1879,  at  Harrisbiirg. 

When  Philip  left  the  seminary  he  was  in  correspond- 
ence with  several  vacant  charges,  but  in  August  he  set- 
tled upon  accepting  that  from  the  Womelsdorf  pastorate. 
This  was  in  many  respects  an  undesirable  field  of  labor, 
being  but  newly  consolidated  into  a  pastoral  charge, 
consisting  of  five  poor  and  very  weak  little  congrega- 
tions, widely  scattered  and  requiring  English  and  Ger- 
man preaching.  The  churches  were  located  at  Womels- 
dorf, Myerstown,  Mt.  Zion,  Strausstown,  and  Mohrs- 
ville — a  circuit  of  sixty  miles.  But  the  writer  felt  that 
the  call  was  from  God  and  he  accepted  on  $600  per  year. 
On  this  he  was  obliged  to  find  quarters  for  himself  and 
keep  a  horse.  He  boarded  at  the  Seltzer  House  in 
Womelsdorf,  under  the  proprietorship  of  Mr.  A.  E. 
Weitzell,  for  seven  months,  when  he  married  Miss  Sallie 
A.  Greiss   of   Alburtis,  beginning  housekeeping  in  the 
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lower  part  of  that  borough  in  April,  1880.  He  was  mar- 
ried at  the  house  of  the  bride's  parents,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Philip  Greiss,  by  Rev.  C.  E.  Hay  of  Allentown,  on  the 
11th  of  March,  1880,  having  known  his  wife  intimately 
for  several  years  previous.  He  continued  to  preach  in 
this  pastorate  until  in  the  Fall  of  1882,  when  he  accepted 
a  call  to  Schuylkill  Haven,  Pa.  The  nature  of  the  work 
required  and  the  consequent  exposure  made  such  in- 
roads on  the  young  pastor's  health  that  a  chano-e  of 
pastorates  was  deemed  advisable.  Besides  a  few  short 
vacations,  one  of  which  was  spent  with  his  wife  and 
baby  at  Brooklyn,  another  in  Delaware  and  Washing- 
ton, D.  C,  his  work  was  uninterrupted.  He  succeeded 
in  subdividing  the  charge,  adding  quite  a  number  of 
souls  to  the  family  of  the  believing  and  making  a  few 
improvements  in  church  property  at  Strausstown  as 
some  of  the  visible  restilts  of  his  ministry.  At  Womels- 
dorf  his  work  was  most  prospered,  doubling  the  mem- 
bership and  leaving  many  warm  friends  among  outsiders 
on  his  departure. 

Since  December  1,  1882,  Mr.  Croll  has  been  pastor  of 
St.  Matthew's  LutheranChurch,  at  Schuylkill  Haven.  The 
work  here  is  of  a  much  pleasanter  character,  being  right 
at  hand,  requring  but  one  language  (English)  and  pos- 
sibly among  a  more  intelligent  and  appreciative  people. 
His  ministry  here  has  as  visible  results  the  addition  of 
about  seventy  souls  to  the  church-membership,  the 
•liquidation  of  an  indebtedness  of  $1,600  on  parsonage, 
and  the  remodeling  of  the  church  building,  together 
with  new  furniture  and  pipe  organ,  at  a  cost  of  about 
$8,500,  all  of  which  is  paid  or  provided  for.  He  has  an 
appreciative  congregation  and  the  social  life  here  is  ex- 
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ceedingly  pleasant.  He  has  enjoyed  a  mid-aummer  va- 
cation of  a  few  weeks  ever  since  he  has  settled  here — 
three  of  which  were  spent  at  Ocean  Grove,  and  last  year 
(1886)  he  had  his  pulpit  supplied  for  two  months  and 
took  an  extended  trip  west,  visiting  relatives  in  Wis- 
consin, Indiana  and  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

Besides  the  pastoral  work,  Philip  has  given  some  lit- 
tle time  to  literary  labors  for  which  he  has  a  sincere 
fondness.  During  his  school  and  teaching  years  he 
would  correspond  with  some  local  county  papers,  ven- 
turing an  occasional  letter  to  some  religious  or  educa- 
tional journal.  He  has  since  written  for  more  weighty 
periodicals  as  well  as  for  publication  in  book  form.  The 
following  is  a  list  of  his  later  efforts  that  have  been 
published: 

1876.  Essay  on  Scott's  Marmion,  in  National  Educator. 

1877.  Day  Dreaming,  in  Pennsylvania  College  Monthly  (April). 

1878.  Elements  of  the  Student,  in  Pennsylvania  College 
monthly  (March). 

1878.  The  "Wedded  Trees,  a  poem  in  Pennsylvania  College 
Monthly  (March),  and  republished  in  Oems  of  Poetry,  New  York. 

1879.  Snoring  (a  poem),  in  Pennsylvania  College  Monthly 
(March). 

1880.  Personal  and  official  (Secretary  of  Lebanon  Conference) 
communications  to  various  papers. 

1881.  Various  artfcles  in  Lutheran  Observer,  beginnmg  in  this 
year. 

1881.  Jesus  and  Hillel  (Tran.slation),  in  Lutheran  Quarterly 
(October),  republished  as  one  of  the  Elzevir  Library  Series  in 
1883  by  Alden,  of  New  York. 

1882.  The  Seer's  Retrospect  (a  poem),  in  Pennsylvania  CoUege 
Monthly  (February). 

1882.  Mission  Work  and  Prophecy  (Translated),  in  Lutheran 
Qtiarterly  (October). 

1882.  Chapters  on  Jewish  Artisan  Life,  in  New  York  Inde- 
pendent (August  and  October). 
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1883.  A  Lesson  of  Life  from  lit.  Vernon  (a  poem),  in  PenTi- 
sylvania  College  Monthly  (JIarch). 

1883.  Waiting  of  the  Isles  (Translated),  in  Lutheran  Quarterly 
(July). 

1883.  Minutes  of  the  East  Pennsylvania  Synod  (Official  as 
Secretary),  (September). 

1883.  Three  Chapters  in  Book  IV.  Koestlin's  Life  of  Luther 
(Translated),  Lutheran  Publication  Society. 

1883.  Time's  Value,  an  article  in  New  York  Independent 
(August). 

1883.  Jewish  Artisan  Life,  a  volume  in  FiUherland  Series,  by 
Lutheran  Publication  Society. 

1884.  Tributes  to  Luther,  a  volume  (317  octavo  pages),  Lu- 
theran Book  Store  (June). 

1884.  Minutes  of  East  Pennsylvania  Synod  (Secretary),  (Sep- 
tember). 

1885.  Weekly  Sermonettes,  in  Schuylkill  Haven  Enterprise. 

1886.  A  Pastor's  Vacation,  a  series  of  communications  to 
Reading  Times  (August). 

1886.  Alii,  another  Fatherland  Series  book,  pp.  176,  by  Lu- 
theran Publication  Society.   ■ 

1887.  Croquet  (a  poem),  in  Schuylkill  Haven  Enterprise. 
1887.  A  Sei-mon  in  Sabbath  Reading  (July  9). 

Mr.  CroU's  pastoral  life  has  ever  been  a  busy  one. 
He  was  for  two  years  secretary  of  the  Lebanon  confer- 
ence and  for  three  years  secretary  for  the  East  Pennsyl- 
vania Synod,  once  appointed  and  twice  elected,  and 
would  have  been  re-elected  but  for  his  earnest  pro- 
test. He  has  served  on  various  Committees  of  Synod, 
and  during  his  secretaryship  handled  over  $50,000  of  the 
benevolent  funds  of  the  church  in  their  waj-  from  the 
respective  charges  to  the  treasurer.  But  despite  hi3 
none  too  robust  constitution,  system  and  application 
hare  helped  him  successfully  over  all  these  mountains 
of  work. 
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The  domestic  life  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch   has  "* 

been  a  very  happy  one,  having  been  singularly  favored  i 

in  the  estimable  qualities  of  his  wife.     He  lives  in  his  / 

family  and  has  no  spot  on  earth  that  is  dearer  to  him 
than  when  he  may  gather  about  him  his  books  and  the 
members  of  his  household.     The  following  are 

THEIR  CHILDREN.  ^ 

1.  i/rfward  JPrereii,  born  January  15, 1881.  Baptized 
by  Rev.  J.  A.  Singmaster,  March  8,  1881.  He  is  now  a 
dutiful  boy  of  six  and  reads  in  the  Second  Reader.  He 
seems  to  have  mechanical  proclivities  of  mind. 

2.  .Rose  Fer!^u-oW/i,  bom  April  28, 1883.  Baptized  by 
the  father,  July  15,  1883.  She  is  an  affectionate  child 
and  is  about  mastering  her  alphabet  and  primer  lessons. 
Her  taste  is  after  the  beautiful  in  nature  and  art. 

3.  jg(?r6er<  (rreiss,  born  February  11, 1886.  Baptized 
by  Rev.  Dr.  H.  W.  McKnight,  President  of  Pennsyl- 
vania College,  April  18,  1886.  He  is  a  dear,  sunny  boy, 
not  even  losing  his  temper  much  in  all  the  process  of 
teething,  which  is  the  greatest  thing  of  note  he  has  yet 
accomplished.  The  parents  have  been  sponsors  for  all 
their  children.  I 

Vm.— Priscilla  Siisanna.  ^ 

The  last  born  of  this  fiimily  is  a  daughter,  who  was 
born  at  North  Whitehall  Township,  Lehigh  County,  Pa.,  I 

November  22,  1855,  and  baptized  the  following  10th  of 
February,  by  Rev.  Jeremiah  Schindel,  when  the  above 
name  was  given  her.  Her  god-parents  were  Alvin  and 
Flora  DeLong,  since  removed  to  Egypt,  Carroll  County,  j 

Ind.    She  began  to  go  to  school  quite  young,  her  brothers  ' 
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Alfred  and  Martin  being  among  her  first  teachers  and 
her  brother,  Philip,  her  last  one  in  public  school.  Other 
teachers  were  Messrs.  Ash,  Heintzleman,  Smith,  Lichty, 
Brown,  Peters,  and  so  forth.  Her  school-life  was  very 
sunny  and  her  progress  was  rapid.  She  had  a  quick 
mind  and  the  writer  recollects  "  Friday -Afternoon  Exer- 
cises,"as  they  were  called,  consisting  of  spelling  matches 
and  "  thinking '.'  classes  and  other  mental  gymnastics,  in 
which  the  quickness  of  her  mind  shone  forth  conspicu- 
ously. In  January,  1873,  she  left  her  home  to  attend 
the  Keystone  State  Normal  School  at  Kutztown,  then 
under  the  principalship  of  Rev.  A.  R.  Home.  She  re- 
mained there  until  April,  attending  a  class  of  catechu- 
mens at  Lyons,  the  same  time,  thus  spending  her  Sab- 
baths with  her  brother  Alfred,  who  conducted  the  class. 
She  was  confirmed  a  full  member  of  the  Lutheran 
Church  at  Lyons,  under  the  pastoral  care  of  Rev.  A.  D. 
Croll,  her  brother,  on  the  6th  day  of  April,  1873.  The 
following  Monday  she  opened  a  select  school  in  one  of 
the  rooms  of  the  church,  where  she  taught  over  four 
months  of  that  summer.  That  fall  she  was  examined 
for  a  teacher's  certificate  by  Supt.  D.  B.  Brunner  of  Berks, 
and  engaged  to  teach  the  school  at  Bower's  Station. 
The  school  term  was  five  months,  and  the  salary  paid  her 
$35.00  per  month.  The  Spring  of  1874  found  her 
again  attending  the  Normal  School  at  Kutztown,  in 
an  advanced  class  (C.  Division).  She  taught  a  subscrip- 
tion school  for  a  few  months  the  latter  part  of  that  sum- 
mer at  the  Stone  Quarry  School-house  near  Rothrocks- 
ville,  boarding  with  her  brother  Martin.  July  30,  she 
was  again  examined  for  teaching  public  school,  and 
again  engaged  the  school  at  Bowers.     Meanwhile  a  new 
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school-house  had  been  built,  but  her  salary  remained  the 
same.  She  taught  a  subscription  school  at  Bowers  for 
a  few  months  in  the  spring  of  1875,  spending  a  vacation 
at  home.  In  August  she  returned  to  the  Normal  School, 
beincr  now  put  in  the  B.  Division  or  graduating  class. 
She  continued  till  the  latter  part  of  October,  having 
again  being  engaged  to  teach  at  Rothrocksville  this  year. 
Before  she  left  the  Normal  School  this  last  term,  the 
German  Literary  Society  held  one  of  its  anniversaries, 
at  which  occasion  she  read  an  essay  on  "  Zwillinge  des 
Herzens"  (the  Heart's  Twins).  Among  the  noteworthy 
incidents  of  this  occasion  were  the  many  floral  tributes 
received  from  her  student  friends  and  the  congratula- 
tions in  person  of  Governor  J.  F.  Hartranft,  who  hap- 
pened to  be  an  invited  guest  on  the  stage.  There  is  no 
doubt  but  what,  had  she  remained,  she  would  have  grad- 
uated with  honor  at  the  next  commencement,  but  she 
now  bade  the  school  a  final  farewell  as  pupil.  Her  room- 
mates were  Misses  Carrie  Achenbach,  Vesta  E.  Myers 
and  Mary  S.  Lessig,  respectively. 

Her  first  term  of  teaching  at  Rothrocksville  was  a 
success,  and  she  was  prevailed  upon  to  return  twice 
thereafter  to  teach  the  same  school.  Berks  was  now  un- 
der the  superintendency  of  Prof.  S.  A.  Baer.  She  would 
possibly  have  continued  teaching  longer,  as  her  patrons 
and  pupils  were  much  attached  to  her,  prevailing  on  her 
to  teach  select  or  subscription  school  during  the  inter- 
vening summers,  but  a  young  man  by  the  name  of  Oliver 
C.  Rohrbach  of  near  Bowers'  Station,  after  several  at- 
tempts persuaded  her  to  accept  a  permanent  situation 
with  him,  such  as  would  put  an  end  to  her  teaching  life 
in  the  school-room  at  least.     Although  her  heart  was  in 
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her  former  work,  and  she  refers  with  pride  to  those  days 
and  the  band  of  clerks,  teachers,  musicians,  doctors  and 
ministers  that  have  come  out  from  her  schools,  she  yet 
yielded  to  the  constraints  of  the  above  named  suitor 
and  gave  him  the  promise  of  marriage  in  January,  1878, 
which  was  consummated  the  following  first  day  of  Octo- 
ber, the  ceremony  being  performed  by  Rev.  P.  C.  Croll, 
her  brother. 

Her  husband  is  the  son  of  Jacob  and  Caroline  Rohr- 
bach,  and  is  a  miller  by  trade.  They  began  housekeep- 
.ing  at  Rohrbach's  Mill,  near  Bower's  Station,  Berks 
County,  Pa.,  on  the  8th  of  April,  1879.  Here  they 
continued  to  live  six  years,  when  they  moved  to  Topton, 
a  small  town  a  few  miles  east  of  Bowers,  on  the  East 
Pennsylvania  R.  R.  In  April,  1885,  just  six  years  to 
the  day,  after  her  settling  there,  fire  broke  out  in  the 
mill  and  destroyed  the  entire  property  with  all  its  con- 
tents. It  had  just  been  fitted  out  with  the  latest  roller 
machinery  and  the  loss  was  estimated  at  $12,000,  while 
the  insurance  covered  but  $6,000.  About  a  j'ear  or  two 
before  he  had  taken  in  his  brother  Sylvester  as  partner, 
and  the  actual  loss  sustained  left  both  poor.  But  they 
had  credit  and  soon  they  were  on  their  feet  again,  and 
were  about  to  rebuild,  when  an  offer  of  the  gift  of  a 
$500  lot  by  the  citizens  of  Topton  induced  them  to 
erect  thereupon  a  large  brick  steam  roller-mill.  They 
took  in  as  partner  a  brother-in-law,  and  the  firm  of 
Rohrbach  Brothers  &  Kutz  is  now  well  known  in  the 
eastern  part  of  the  State,  by  the  excellent  quality  of  flour 
which  they  manufacture  there,  ever  since.  Their  home 
being  in  a  town  is,  therefore,  making  it  much  pleasanter 
for   the  familv.     Priscilla  Roiirbach  is  an    affectionate 
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and  sympatlietic  wife  and  a  loving  and  faithful  mother. 
Her  teacher's  experience  helps  her  in  the  training  of  her 
own  children,  and  her  Christian  character  sweetens  the 
task  of  house-wifery  and  helps  her  often  to  alleviate  the 
burdens  of  her  husband,  whose  health  for  a  few  years 
past  has  been  somewhat  impaired.  At  one  time  it  was 
thought  they  would  move  to  Delaware  and  begin  farm- 
ing there,  having  together  visited  the  place  and  purchas- 
ed a  tract  of  land  there,  but  certain  development  of 
circumstances  prevented  it.  Priscilla  has  since  her  con- 
firmation at  Lyons  been  a  consistent  member  of  said, 
congregation.  j 

THEIR   CHILDREN. 

1.  Katie  Caroline,  bom  October  13,  1879.  Baptized 
November  22,  1879,  by  Rev.  P.  C.  Croll,  the  parents 
acting  as  sponsors.  She  is  now  a  diligent  and  apt  pupil 
at  school. 

2.  Ivah  Croll,  born  January  7,  1881.  Baptized  by 
Rev.  W.  H.  Lewarson  the  30th  day  of  the  same  month, 
witli  parents  again  acting  as  sponsors.  This  girl  also 
has  begun  school-life  and  is  taking  in  her  first  lessons_ 

3.  Estella,  born  April  20,  1887.  Baptized  by  Rev. 
G.  W.  Fritsch. 
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